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INTRODUCTION. 



" Golden vials ftill of odours, which 
are the prayers of saints " — (Rev. 
V. 8) — perfumes for the Lord of Hosts, 
incense for the sanctuary on high, — 
such is prayer. The appUcation of 
the sweet incense of the Redeemer's 
merits imparts to the soul a holy per- 
fume before God, as real in its exist^ 
ence, and infinitely more diffusive in its 
nature, than any material perfume is to 
the sense of man ; and the breath of 
the Spirit, acting upon this imparted 
property in the soul, causes an active 
exhalation of the aromatic odors to 
take place, rising in prayerful eflusions 

(3) 
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to the Throne of Grace, and minglii^ 
with the smoke of the incense, pro- 
ceeding from the golden censer of our 
great High Priest and Intereesscxr 
above. For Christ has shed a holy 
fragrance upon His people ; that they, 
in return, may delight Him with the 
sweet odors thus imparted to them. 
This is implied where it is said, " All 
Thy garments smell of myrrh, aloes, 
and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, 
whereby they have made Thee glad/' 
(Ps. xlv. 8.) Are not " the ivory palor 
ees " the temples of the Lord — His liv* 
ing people, who are said to be " builded 
together for an habitation of Grod 
through the Spirit? " Ephes. ii. 22.) . 
Not one sincere prayer can leave the 
heart of the believer, without carrying 
along with it some odoriferous particles 
of the sweet perfume, with which the 
imputed merits of Christ have thus im- 
bued the soul. How pleasant, then 
(even as Christ Himself is pleasant, in 
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-His " sacrifice and offering to God for 
"a sweet-smelling savor," Ephes. v. 2), 
Tnust the prayers of His people be to 
the Lord of Hosts ! Such being the 
nature of prayer, we cannot wonder at 
the many assurances contained in Scrip- 
ture that God is the Searer and Ann 
swerer of prayer. The sweet odors, 
that ascend to the throne on high, are 
sent back again in showers of blessings 
-upon the souls whence they proceed. 
And thus the earth, in sending forth 
its daily exhalations, does not more cer- 
tainly provide the clouds, whence its 
own fructifying showers are after to 
descend, than the praying soul, by 
means of the Spirit, and the imputation 
df Christ's merits, lays up for itself with 
God the means, by which the dews of 
heaven are to descend upon its vine- 
yard. 

The cry of God's people is sweeter 
in His ear than the voice of any child 
is in that of the fondest earthly parent. 
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God yearns over His people in a manner 
which we, with our fallen nature and 
finite capacities, are unable to fathom, 
and which, in our " little faith," we are 
very slow to believe. " The Lord thy 
God in the midst of thee is mighty; 
He will save, Se will rejoice over thee 
with joy ; He will rest in His love, Se 
will joy over thee with singing, " ( Z eph . 
iii. 17.) If such be God's feelings to- 
wards His children, what unspeakable 
delight must He have in their prayers 1 
O that we had some adequate idea 
what music the lifting up of our heart 
and tongue is to our Heavenly Father 
— what joy is . experienced by Him, at 
the thought that He has to bestow upon 
us any thing, that we may have asked 
according to His will — and with what 
intensity of satisfaction the thing is 
actually given I We cannot have a 
more blessed subject of meditation than 
this, or one in which our practical 
comfort and interests, as Christians, are 
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more deeply concerned. May God 
give us grace to consider it more than 
we do, with deep earnestness, and with 
much profit to our souls. Thus shall 
we be led to much prayer and suppli- 
cation before the Throne. The odors 
must not be shut up within the soul ; 
and if we wish them freely to give out 
their fragrance, we must, by the help 
of the Spirit, keep down those carnal 
influences, which act as a close stopper 
•to the vials, in which the perfumes are 
held ; else, like the alabaster box of 
precious ointment mentioned in Scrij>- 
ture, the soul may have to be broken 
with the strokes of God's hand, that 
" the whole house " may be " filled with 
the odor of the ointment." Let it be 
.our aim that this be the case with us at 
all times, and not only in the hour of 
affliction. May our faces shine contin- 
ually from having been in the company 
of our Lord and Saviour. May they 
be " as the light of the morning when 



J 
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the sun riseth, even a morning without 
clouds ; as the tender gi'ass springing 
out of the earth by clear shining after 
rain." (2 Sam. xiii. 4.) 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE DUTIES AND EFFECTS OF INTERCES- 
SORY PRAYER. 

"Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye Bhall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you. For every 
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that 
seeketh findeth ; and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened." (Matt. vii. 7, 
8.) " If ye abide in me, and my wol'ds 
abide in yoti, ye shall ask what ye will^ 
and it shall be done unto you." (John 
XV. 7.) " And all things whatsoever ye 
shall ask in prayer, believing^ ye shall 
receive." (Matt. xxi. 22.) 

(9) 
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What simplicity, and at the saiive 
time what an incomprehensible fulness, 
there is in the Divine affirmative ! We 
are so familiar with the redundancy of 
human affirmations, that we are utterly 
lost in the majesty, and unfathomable 
import, of God's simple Word, — in the 
wondrous meaning of His " Yea and 
Amen," — in the endless vistas of truth 
and blessing, that are opened up in the 
" sAaZZ," and " will^^^ of His promise. 

The reason why we are so deficient 
in practical Theology, is that we study 
so little the Attributes of God, and, 
among the rest. His faithfulness and 
truth. We must "know the love of 
Christ which passeth knowledge," in all 
its bearings upon the Divine character, 
if we would be " filled with all the ful- 
ness of God." Perhaps there are no 
texts of Scripture so difficult to realize, 
as the simple promises of answer to 
prayer. They seem to usher the soul 
at once into the presence of the Divine 
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Majesty ; to bring it into immediate con- 
tact with the unsearchable attributes of 
God ; and thus humble it to the dust un- 
d(5r a sense of its own insignificance, and 
the limited nature of its own perceptions. 
It is with the earnest desire of bringing 
out this important subject, as regards 
the duty and effects of Intercessory 
prayer; that the author has been led to 
tmdertake this humble publication. 

Two things are necessary in order to 
constitute effectual prayor. The one is 
that we pray in faith, " Therefore I 
say unto you, whatsoever things ye de- 
sire, when ye pray, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them." 
(Mark xi. 24.) * " But let him ask in 
faith^ nothing wavering^ for he that 
w^avereth is like a wave of the sea, 
driven with the wind and tossed. For 
let not that man think that he shall ob- 
tain any thing of the Lord." (James i. 
6, 7.) Lord, increase our faith, that 
when we pray for others, we may have 
our petition ! 
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The other requisite of effectual prayer 
is, that we ask what is according to the 
will of Grod, '' And this is the confi- 
dence that we have in Him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to his will^ He 
heareth us ; and if we know that He 
heareth us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we de- 
sired of Him." (1 John v. 14, 15.) 
Can there be any doubt that to pray for 
the souls of others is according to th6 
will of God?, Scripture gives us both 
precept and example on this head. 

We have the Precept^ — " If any man 
see his brother sin a sin which is not 
unto death, he shall ask, and He shall 
give him life for them that sin not unt^ 
death." (1 John v. 16.) " I exhor^ 
therefore, that first of all, supplications^ 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all meny (1 Tim. 
ii. 12.) " Praying always, with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perse- 
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yerance and supplieation far all saints. ^^ 
(Ephes. vi. 18.) The Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself thus taught His disci- 
ples, " But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and prai/ 
for them which despitefvlly use you and 
persecute you,''^ (Matt. v. 44.) He 
also confirmed the precept by His own 
post holy example; for, besides the 
iiumberless intercessions that He must 
have offered up in the days of His flesh, 
known only to Himself and to His 
Heavenly Father, three notable inter- 
cessory prayers, which he uttered, are 
left on record for our instruction. The 
j^irst^ when he said to Peter, " Simon, 
Simon, Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as wheat, but / 
Jtave prayed for thee^ that thy faith fail 
not." (Luke xxii. 31, 32.) The aS^^c?- 
ond^ is the remarkable prayer contained 
in the seventeenth of John, in which he 
prayed so tenderly for His Church and 
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people. And the Thirds when, hanging 
on the cross, He prayed for His murder- 
ers ; " Father^ forgive them^ for they 
know not what they do." (Luke xxiii* 
34.) 

Scripture fiirnishes us with examples 
of Intercessory prayer being expressly 
commanded by God Himself. Of this 
we have a strikincr instance in the case 

o 

of Abraham and Abimelech, as recorded 
in Genesis xx. 

Abimelech had been guilty of a " sin 
of ignorance," and even such sins, in 
the sight of One, who " is of purer eyes 
than that he should behold iniquity," 
require the blood of sprinkling to wash 
them away. In this light were they* 
regarded by the Mosaic law ; for it ap-n - 
pointed special sacrifices to be offered I 
by those who had sinned ignorantly;? 
(See Lev. iv.) Abimelech, then, had 
been guilty of a sin of ignorance. He 
had been restrained from actual trans- 
gression by the overruling power of 
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God. "Yea, I know that thou didst 
this in the integrity of thine heart, for I 
also withheld thee from sinning against 
me ; therefore suffered I thee not to 
touch her." (Verse 6.) What a com- 
mentary this upon the text, that '* it is 
Grod which worketh in us both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure I " 
(Phil. ii. 13.) 

Abimelech required pardon for his 
" sin of ignorance : " and how was it to 
be obtained? It must he prayed for; for 
thus God instructs Abimelech, " Now 
therefore restore the man his wife, for 
he is a prophet ; and he shall pray for 
thee^ and thou shalt live." And then, 
to show how the responsibihty and fi'ee 
agency of man are made to work in 
harmony with the sovereignty of God, 
it is added, "And if thou restore her 
not, know that thou shalt surely die, 
thou, and all that are thine." (Verse 

7.) 

We are not told whether Abraham 
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was instructed to pray for Abimelech 
by the personal appearing of the Lord, 
or whether it was by the silent working 
of the Spirit in his heart ; but this we 
do know, that God " waited to be gra- 
cious " to Abimelech, till Abraham 
should ^roy /or Mm, 

We have another instance precisely 
similar to the above, in the case of Job 
and his three friends, for to these latter 
the Lord gave a charge of the same 
nature as that delivered to Abimeleeh, 
*' Therefore take unto you now seven 
bullocks, and seven rams ; and go to my 
servant Job, and oflFer up for yourselves 
a burnt offering; and my servant Job 
shall pray for you^ for him will I ac- 
cept." (Job xlii. 8.) 

These two Scripture examples set 
before us in a forcible manner both 
the duty and the effect of Intercessory 
frayer. 

I. Tlie duty. What God required 
of Abraham on behalf of Abimelech, 
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J and of Job on that of his friends, tfuxt 
. he requires of us on behalf of our 
. friends, and of all for whom we ought 
to pray. Our hearts, indeed, as the 
temples of God, ought to be " a house 
of prayer /or all nations ; " so universal 
in their embrace should be the prayers 
of God's people. But we are specially 
called to pray for all, with whom we 
are more immediately connected by 
blood, or with whom we are brought 
.into close contact, whether in thought, 
word, or deed, by the daily occurrences 
of Kfe. This is particularly our duty 
' when we see or hear of others falling 
' into sin. (See 1 John v. 16.) Oh, what 
-a sphere of duty this opens up to us! 
How blessed it would be, if the sins of 
J others always sent us to the Throne of 
f • Grace I What a different effect would 
' be produced upon the soul by the pe- 
rusal of the public prints, with all their 
history of crime, if we always made it 
the occasion of prayer for eur guilty 

2 
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fellow creatures ! How much more 
sanctified our walks in the crowded 
city, or the place of gay resort, if what 
we see and hear at such times gave rise, 
not to vain remarks, but to Intercessory 
prayer ! Good Lord, do thou open the 
eyes of thy praying people in these our 
days, and in these our haunts of pre- 
vailing sin and vanity, that they may 
have a clearer view of their duty in tliis 
respect. 

But, independently of such general 
occasions for intercession, the souls of 
all our relations and friends have a 
special claim upon our prayers. Do 
they not cry out, " Oome and help us?^^ 
Their being unconscious of their need 
of our prayers makes no difference in 
the urgency of that petition in the sight 
of God. When the vision appeared to 
Paul in the night, and there stood a 
man of Macedonia, who prayed him, 
saying, " Come over into Macedonia, 
and help us^^ (Acts. xvi. 9), there was 
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not, as far as appears from the Scrip- 
ture narrative, a single man in Macedo- 
nia in a state to dedre Paul's help ; and 
yet their souls cried out for mercy be- 
fore God ; — the soul of Lydia cried 
out, the soul of the jailer at Philippi, 
— yea, the souls of many other, tJien^ 
unawakened persons, cried out, " Come 
over into Macedonia^ and help i*« / " 
Paul had no means of knowing, till the 
Lord revealed it to him, that the Mace- 
donians specially required his help : but 
how many do we know to be in that con- 
dition ! There is not a relative that 
we have, whose soul does not cry out, 
" Oome and help i^«with your prayers." 
We cannot receive a visit from a friend, 
or meet an acquaintance in the street ; 
we cannot receive or write a letter^ but 
so many occasions of intercessory prayer 
are presented to the mind. 

What a duty this brings before us 1 
" What a bondage ! " some might be in- 
clined to say. Ah ! God's service can 
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never be any thing but ^^ perfect free- 
dom ; " and those, whose hearts are 
oftenest at the Throne of Grace, find the 
greatest privilege in the performance of 
the duty. " Oh ! taste and «««," must 
be the word of exhortation addressed to 
our souls in this matter, — taste and see^ 
both how much easier this habit of In- 
tercessory prayer may become by fre- 
quent use, and also, what a spirit of true 
liberty it breathes upon the soul. The 
Lord grant us more of this liberty, and 
that every call to prayer may be as in- 
viting to us, as the fresh air of the morn- 
ing is to the lark, to rise and sing at 
"heaven's gate." Thus all our inter- 
course in life will be turned, as it ought 
to be, into blessing, both to others and 
to ourselves. 

II. The effect of praying for others. 
We may read what this was in the case 
of Abraham and Job. God heard and 
answered their prayers (see Gen. xx. 
17 ; Job xlii. 9) in pardoning those, for 
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whom they prayed. " And this is the 
confidence that we have in Him, that 
if we ask any thing aQeording to His 
will^ He heareth us ; and if we know 
that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, 
we know that we have ike petitions that 
we desired of Him." (1 John v. 14, 
15.) This is what faith believes, and 
what God, in answer to faith, performs. 
Do we know what it is to have brought 
the soul of a dear relative, or friend to 
Jesus, saying, " Lord^ if thou wilt^ thou 
canst make him whole ? " Do we know 
what it is, in the urgency of faith, and 
the warmth of desire, to have uncov- 
ered the roof, and let the spiritually 
paralytic man " down through the tiUng, 
with his couch " of carelessness, and 
carnal security, " into the midst before 
Jesus ? " (Luke v. 19.) Have we 
heard Jesus, as it were, say to us, " Be^ 
lieve ye that I am able to do this ? " 
(Matt. ix. 28), and have we answered, 
'' Lord, I believe, help thou mine un- 
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belief? " We may have prayed for 
many months, nay, for many years^ and 
known during that time all the fluctu- 
ations of faith, all the suggestions of 
unbelief. We may often have gone to 
the top of Carmel, to try and discern 
the cloud of answer rising out of the 
sea of God's faithfulness. We may 
have been tempted, when faith was 
feeble, to cry out, " The harvest is past, 
the summer is ended, and " they " are 
not saved." (Jer. viii. 20.) Do we, 
then, know what it is, under such cir- 
cumstances of protracted waiting, to 
have seen a bright spot appear in the 
dark horizon of our hopes, to have seen 
prejudice gradually (it may be sud- 
denly) disappear, — to have heard an 
inquiring remark, or received an en- 
couraging letter ? Have we witnessed 
the softened look ? Have we perceived 
the first thirsting after the Word of 
Life ? Have we felt the grasp of the 
hand, eloquently telling, by its altered 
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character, the change that has taken 
place withhi — its very pressure giving 
evidence that " the secret of the Lord 
is with them that fear Him, and He 
will show them His covenant ? " (Ps. 
XXV. 14.) Have we thus seen not only 
" the blade ; " then the ear ; but, " after 
that the full com in the ear ? " (Mark 
iv. 28.) Have we, in fine, seen those 
who were " sometimes darkness," be- 
come " light in the Lord ? " (Ephes. v. 
8.) Have we been enabled to bear 
witness to their consistent life, and to 
their blessed death ? O then, we know 
indeed the effect of prayer — we know 
what it is to sing, " I love the Lord, 
because he hath heard my voice and my 
supplications. Because he hath inclined 
His ear unto me, therefore will I call 
upon Him as long as I live ! " (Ps. 
cxvi. 1, 2.) Oh, the joy, the peace, 
the satisfaction, that the soul experi- 
ences on such occasions ! Then it feels^ 
what it has before believed, that God is 
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the Hearer and Amwerer of prayer^ and ' 
it can say, with the Psahnist, " A% we 
have heardy so have we seen in the city :. 
of the Lord of hosts, in the city of Ouir > 
God." (Ps. xlviii. 8.) 

And, in very deed, the only way in 
wliich we can have a practical convic- 
tion of God's faithfulness, in answering 
prayer, is to put it to the test. God 
does not teach His people by mere 
theory, but by the downright, matter- " 
of-fact, and tangible dealings of Hid * 
grace. And if we would have faith to • 
grow, we must encourage it, by making i 
it experience that it is not exercised " 
upon speculation, but upon the solid ^ 
certainties of God's truth, — for faith, J 
like sinews, becomes stronger, the more it 
it is used. There can be no commen- 'I 
tary upon the texts, which promise an t 
answer to believing praj^er, equal to 
that of having prayed, and then to 
receive the thing that we have asked 
for. They who have experienced the 
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truth of this will feel no difficulty ii* 
bearing witness to the effect of prayer. 
Tliey can also affirm that it is a blessed 
experience, and one to be encouraged 
more and more. Some may be dis- 
couraged at having prayed long and 
earnestly for the salvation of a particular 
soul, and yet not having received any 
sensible answer to their prayers. Let 
us remember the injunction of our Lord, 
'' that men ought always to pray^ and 
not fy> famt,'^^ (Luke xviii. 1.) It can- 
not be tliat God should prove untrue to 
His word. Has He not said, " And all 
things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing^ ye shall receive?" Keep, 
then, close to the promise — stir not 
from it : " though it tarry, wait for it, 
because it will surely eome^ it will not 
tarry," — but at the end " it shall speak, 
and not lie.^^ (Hab. ii^ 3.) How bold 
is the language of Scripture — " it shall 
not lie!^^ Hold fast by this word, all 
ye who are faint-hearted in prayer I 
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God must and will answer your pe- 
titions. It is an awful thing to give 
up praying for a soul, saying, or feeling 
that " there is no hope.^^ Oh, what is 
this but to call in question the attributes 
of God, to pour contempt upon His 
faithfulness and truth! Samuel thus 
addresses rebellious Israel : " Moreover, 
as for me, God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord^ in ceasing to pray far 
you." (1 Sam. xii. 23.) Nothing 
honors God so much as our trusting in 
Him, — nothing dishonors Him so much 
as unbelief. "The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro throughout the earth to 
show Himself strong in behalf of them 
whose heart is perfect toward Htm*V 
(2 Chron. xvi. 9.) And, by referring 
to the verse before, we find that this 
perfectness of heart consisted in reliance 
upon God. Yet, " because thou didst 
rely on the Lord^ He delivered them 
into thine hand." For the " eyes of the 
Lord," etc. Would we, then, have the 
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Lord to show Himself strong in tlie 
conversion of those, who are near and 
dear to us, we must rely upon Him, 
and never^ never give up praying for 
them. 

There is one consideration that ought 
to encourage us much to persevere in 
Intercessory prayer. Both Abraham, 
and Job were led to pray for their 
inends because God had predetennined 
to have mercy upon them. This is 
clearly proved by the fact of God Him- 
self having announced it to Abimelech, 
and to the jfriends of Job, before either 
of those Patriarchs had respectively 
prayed for them ; and, when we are 
moved to pray earnestly for particular 
jsouls, are we going further than Scrip- 
ture warrants, when we draw the con- 
clusion that, because God has purposes 
of mercy to those souls, therefore He 
has put it into our hearts to pray for 
them ? 

But the effect of Intercessory prayer 
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is not confined to tliose, for whom it is 
made : and on this head we may draw 
a very choice piece of instruction from 
the case of Job, already alluded to. It 
is written, " And the Lord turned the 
captivity of Job when he prayed for his 
friends ; also the Lord gave Job twice 
as much as he had before." (Job xlii, 
10.) From this we may conclude that 
nothing is so likely to bring down a 
blessing upon our own souls, as Inter- 
cessory prayer. It may be said of this, 
in common, with every other debt that 
we owe to God, " Briny ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that there may 
be meat in my house ; and prove me ' 
now herewith^ saith the Lord of hosts, if*'^ 
I will not open you the windows o^** 
heaven, and pour you out a blessing,'* 
that there shall not be room enough to re- * 
ceive it.^^ (Mai. iii. 10.) There is ari * 
inherent cause for this. The very life 
and soul of religion is love. " God is 
love " — diffusive, all-embracing love. 
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Therefore, the more we "know the 
love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge," not only in its bearings upon our 
Qwn souls, but also in taking it for our 
ensample in our duty to others, the 
more shall we be " filled with all the 
fulness of God." (Eph.iii. 19.) ''Owe 
no man any thing^ but to love one another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled 
the law." (Rom. xiii. 8.) All other 
debts we may discharge to the satisfac- 
tion of our creditors, — we may pay 
money ^ if we owe it, and have done with 
it ; — if we have wronged our neighbor 
in word or deed, we may go and make 
him reparation for the injury ; and in 
alj thes» respects we are exhorted, " to 
o^e no man any thing " — to keep out 
of debt. But to " love one another ^^ is 
a debt that can never be paid off, so as 
to wind up and make an end of the ac- 
count. It is a debt that we must ever 
be incurring, from our very position as 
the children of God, — the more we pay 
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it, the more we owe it, and as there is a 
continual stream of debt going on, so 
must there be a continual stream of 
payment. It were as vain to try and 
empty the ocean, as to attempt to pay- 
off the debt of love, but pay it we must 
continually, if we wish to prosper. 
" Are we in any captivity " in our 
spirits, fi'om depression, deadness of soul, 
or any other cause, let us prai/ for our 
friendsj and see if the Lord will not 
" turn " our captivity. It may have 
arisen, perhaps, from our very neglect 
of this duty ; but, whether from that or 
any other cause, the remedy held out 
here is the same. 

This principle applies with^ special 
force to deadness in prayer. We often 
go to the Throne of Grace, and feel 
hstless, not having any special object 
uppermost in our minds, and not know- 
ing what to pray for. At such times 
let us begin smd pray for our friends^ and 
if our hearts expand upon the mention 
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of their necessities, we have gained our 
point, and while we are paying our debt 
to them^ God will set us at liberty, as 
concerns ourselves ; He will turn our 
captivity. Oh, how many blessed ex- 
pedients are there to be found within the 
sanctuary^ for forwarding the interests 
of our souls I Where the Spirit of God 
has recorded them for our instruction, 
may we not be slow to avail ourselves 
of their help ! 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE CANAANITISH WOMAN. ABRAHAM 

AND ISHMAEL. THE FATHER OF THE 

LUNATIC CHILD. 

Matthew xv. 22-28. — What abea\>- 
tifiil instance we have here of " effectual 
fervent prayer ; " and of its availing 
much^ because it was persevered in. 
^^And behold^ a woman of Canaan came 
out of- the same coasts^ and cried unto 
Him^ saying^ Have mercy on me^ Lorcl^ 
thou Son ofDavidy my daughter is grievr 
ously vexed with a deviV^ Observe the 
urgency of the poor woman's request I 
How much her soul was bound up in 
the recovery of her daughter I She does 
not say, " Have mercy on my child^^^ 
but, " Lord, have mercy upon me.'* 
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Is not this what we feel when we plead 
for those that are near and dear to us ? 
In praying for them we are praying for 
ourselves, not only because we consider 
them as a part of ourselves, but also be- 
cause we cannot pray for them without 
bringing a blessing upon our own souls. 
And what reply did Jesus make ? " He 
answered her not a wordJ^ What a trial 
of the poor woman's faith ! Oh, the 
blank that is implied in that short sen- 
tence, " But He answered her not a 
word ! " How soon is this read 1 How 
lightly may it be noticed! How soon 
forgotten, by those who have never been 
placed in the hke circumstances! But 
'iiot so by all. These pages may meet 
-the eye of many an one, who has 
-brought a son, or daughter, or some 
other dear relative or fnend, to have 
the demon of unbelief cast out. Thei/ 
probably know what it is, that Jesus 
should answer them not a word ; for 
there are few, who have their prayers 

3 
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answered without their at first appearing 
to receive no answer. 

Did not Jesus, then, hear her speak ? 
Oh, yes, He heard her, as much as Ho 
heard those who brought to Him the 
woman taken in adultery, and when, 
instead of giving them a reply, it is said 
that " Jesus stooped down, and with 
his finger wrote on the ground, as though 
he heard them 7iot,^^ (John viii. 6*) 
Jesus cannot do otherwise than hear», 
He hears the prayers of all his people at 
one and the same time, not only with 
the ear of capacity to listen, but also 
with the ear of willingness to give. 

The disciples of Jesus came and " be- 
sought Him, saying, Send Jier away^ for 
she crieth after us." (Verse 23.) And 
how often do our own unbelieving 
thoughts — the coldness of Christian 
friends in joining with us in prayer for 
one thought to be beyond the pale of 
grace, — oh, how often do these and 
other such causes cry the same thing to 
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Our souls ! Verily, are we not all guilty 
in this matter ? Are we not all conscious 
of having, at one time or other, said, 
" There is no hope for such a soul — he 
is so far gone in gross sin, in sceptical 
opinions, or in determined carelessness, 
that it is no wse." No use to do what? 
No use to pray I Satan often keeps us 
from uttering this, or from even deliber- 
ately thinking it ; for he knows that if 
we once saw ourselves in the glass with 
duch an expression on our countenance, 
it would fill us with shame, and thus 
defeat his purpose. But, oh, let us be- 
ware how we suffer even the shadow of 
such a thought to flit across the soul. 
"iVo uae to pray!'*'* O Satan, speak 
plainly out at once, and utter that sen- 
tence in its native meaning, " Too hard 
a task for the grace of God ! The blood 
of Christ not able to cleanse from this 
or that sin ! Such a heart more than a 
match for the Spirit of God 1 " This is 
what thou meanest to infuse into our 
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souls, O Lord God, do thou rebuke 
Satan, when thus he stands at our right 
hand to resist Thee in our souls. O say 
to him, in behalf of the soul that we are 
pleading for, " Is not this a brand plucked 
out of the fire f " (Zech. iii. 1, 2.) 

And what said Jesus to the Canaan- 
itish woman, when He did at last speak 
to her ? " He answered and said, / am 
not sent hat unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Isra^iy (Verse 24.) And so 
may Jesus, by the impressions, whici 
He permits in our souls, for the trial qf 
our faith, appear to answer us. We 
may think thus, " Ah ! none but God's 
elect people can be saved. Is it possible 
that, if this soul were among the num- 
ber, it could be left thus to sport with 
eternity ? " Or the same effect may b^ 
produced by the mere fact of our not 
seeming to receive an answer to out 
prayers : but still 

" *Tis a pattern set for us, 

How we ought to wait and pray ; 
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None who plead and wrestle thm 
Shall be empty sent away." 

" Then came she and worshipped Him^ 
saying^ Lord^ help me. But He^answered 
<md said^ It is not meet to take the chiU 
drerCs breads and to cast it to dogsJ^^ 
(Verses 25, 26.) This is another form 
of temptation, which may be permitted 
to assail us in Intercessory prayer. 
'^Pearls are not intended for swine — 
it is wrong to cast them before them. 
Is it not doing violence to the nature 
of spiritual things, to think that they 
can ever find a place in such a soul as 
that ? Will it not turn again and rend 
us ? " Such are the thoughts, that will 
sometimes suggest themselves to the 
inind. But it is written for our instruc- 
tion on those occasions, " And such were 
^me of you ; but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God." (1 Cor. vi. 11.) 

" And she said^ Truths Lord; yet the 
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dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their master's table.'* (Verse 27.) And 
may not we say, " Lord, Thou hast par- 
doned me^ who am a dog by nature, and 
not a sheep of thy pasture. Lord, wilt 
not thou pardon this soul f Is it harder 
for Thee to have mercy upon it^ than 
upon me, a miserable sinner?" May- 
it not be said, with reference to many an 
untoward soul, whom we have known 
to be converted in time past, " And of 
Zion it shall be said. This and that man 
was bom in herf And why may it 
not be added, for any soul for whom we 
have yet to plead, "The Lord shall 
count, when He writeth up the- people, 
that this man " (also) " was bom there." 
(Psalm Ixxxvii. 5, 6.) " As well the 
singers, as the players, on musical instru- 
ments, shall be there" (Ps. Ixxxvii. 7), 
and among them may be found many an 
one, who knows not notv the songs of 
Zion, but who may, nevertheless, be 
among the countless multitude, that 
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shall hereafter sing the " song of Moses 
and the Lamb." Let this consideration 
animate us to pray even for those, 
who seem the most unlikely to become 
subjects of grace. We may yet hear 
them say, " They that fear Thee will 
be glad when they see me : because I 
have hoped in Thy word." (Ps. cxix. 
74.) 

^^ And Jesus answered and said unto 
her, O woman, great is thy faith ; 
he it unto thee even as thou wilt. And 
her daughter was made whole fi-om that 
very hour." (Verse 28.) The wo- 
man's prayer was answered, — and why ? 
Because she persevered. And why did 
she persevere? Because she had/ai^A. 
Oh, ihan^ persevere. God loves the im- 
portunity of prayer — the pleading that 
will take no denial from His love, nor 
cast a doubt upon His power. Strive 
to enter into the wondrous recesses of 
that word, '^ Believe ^^ — at times how 
easy, at times so arduous to do ! O 
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blessed Lord, teach us what it means ; 
show us the unutterable blessing, that 
is shut up in the exercise of that Thine 
unspeakable gift I When Jairm^ who 
had come to entreat Jesus to heal his 
daughter, received the message, " Thy 
daughter is dead ; why troublest thou 
the Master any further ? " it is written 
that " as soon as Jesus heard the word 
that was spoken, He saith unto the ruler 
of the synagogue, Be not afraid, onlg 
believe:' (Mark v. 35, 36.) We may 
liave heard of some fresh act of gross 
sin — some fresh instance of reckless- 
ness — some additional proof of careless- 
ness, or hardness of heart, on the part of 
some relative, or friend, for whose salva- 
tion we have long prayed ; and we may 
hear it as the deathrhlow to our hopes-, 
concerning him. We may virtually be 
saying to ourselves, " Why trouble we, 
the Master any further ? " — and may 
thus be preparing to dig the grave of 
our fondest expectations. At such times 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 41 

let US remember the exhortation, " Be 
not afraid ; only believe,*^ When the 
young man Eutychus fell down from the 
third loft, and was taken up dead, Paul 
said, " Trouble not yourselves, for his 
life is in him.^^ (Acts xx. 10.) And so 
may Jesus be saying to lis concerning the 
object of our prayers. Nay, though we 
may be ready, by reason of the disgusting 
wickedness of some poor profligate, to 
say, with Martha, as she said of Lazarus, 
" Lord, by this time Jie stinkeih^ for he 
hath been dead four days^^ Jesus may 
be saying, in reply to our unbelief, 
" Said I not unto thee that, if thou 
wouldest believe^ thou shouldest see the 
gloiy of God?" What soul can resist 
the cry, ^^ Lazarus^ come forth ? ^^ And 
so may our Lazarus come forth from the 
tomb, " bound hand and foot " with the 
^:ave-clothes of his former unbelief, and 
Jesus shall say, " Loose him and let him 
go.'' (John xi. 44.) Oh then, when 
we are inclined to faint in prayer, let 
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these words be written on our memory 
in letters of gold, " Be w>t afraid^ <mly 

believe,'^'* 



Genesis xvii. 18. — " And Abraham 
said unto God, that Ishmael might 
live before Thee ! " Abraham had just 
had a renewal of God's promise that he 
should have a son of Sarah his wife, and 
that son to be the progenitor of Him, in 
whom all generations of the earth should 
be blessed. Isa^ac was to be the cliild of 
promise, embodying in himself, through 
grace, all that a godly father could desire 
for his son. On him the parental eye 
was to rest with complacency, not only 
as being the appointed channel of the 
covenant blessing, but also as being him-- 
self a child of God, and taught of the 
Spirit. But, with all the delight that 
must have entered into his soul, upon 
the contemplation of Isaac's blessedness, 
Abraham could not forget his other son. 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 43 

Ishmael. Jshmael was not a child of 
promise. No rays of covenant mercy- 
surrounded his head ; he was to all in- 
tents and purposes, as contrasted with 
him who was yet to be bom, an epitome 
of the world, and the ways of the 
world — as theT gross darkness of the 
carnal state, compared with the light of 
spiritual life. Yet Abraham thought 
•this no reason why he should not still 
love Ishmael^ nor why it should not be 
in the power of God to bestow a blessing 
upon him also ; and hence the tender 
exclamation, " that Ishmael might 
live before Thee ! " 

What the promised birth of Isaac (as 
far as Isaac's personal salvation was 
concerned) was to Abraham, the con- 
version of a child is to every believing 
parent. It is a source of unfeigned joy, 
the subject of grateful meditation — the 
happiness felt by the parent being in 
exact proportion to his own realizations 
of the value of eternal salvation. But 
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does that prevent him from thinking of 
the souls of his children, who may still 
be in unbeUef? Does it not rather 
stimulate his anxiety on their behalf? 
Does not his heart, it may be, yearn over 
some child in particular, who may seem 
to be still further than the rest from the 
way of grace? And, after the first 
burst of joy at witnessing, or hearing of 
decided symptoms of spiritual life in the 
case supposed, is not the next impuke 
to cry, " O that Ishmael might livei 
before thee ? " Grod had a blessing for 
Ishmael, and He said unto Abraham,' 
*'And as for Ishmael, I have heard 
thee,''^ (Verse 20.) Yes, and if we had 
twenty Ishmaels, we might bring them,' 
one after the other, to the Lord, in full 
confidence that His mercy was as full 
and inexhaustible as ever. If we re- 
ceive a favor for one child at the hand 
of a fellow^creature^ we consider (and 
probably he also considers) that it is a 
reason why we should not ask of him a 
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fevor for another. But, blessed be His 
name, that is not the way of our Heav- 
enly Father. (Isa. Iv. 9.) The more 
Spiritual blessings we receive from Him, 
tiie more we are entitled still to ask; 
and if He has bestowed His grace upon 
many of our children, that is the very 
reason why we should entreat Him for 
the re%t^ and consider that all the former 
blessings are only a pledge of those that 
are to come. For the excellency of 
the heavenly gift is so inseparably con- 
nected with the boimdless liberality of 
the Giver, that when it is said, "0 
taxU and see that the Lord is good^^ 
(Ps. xxxiv. 8), it means that, having 
tasted, we should go on to crave for 
endless manifestations of his goodness ; 
and if God loves the cheerful giver, he 
loves no less the persevering, faithful 
asker, because He Himself is of all oth- 
ers the most cheerful Giver. Then, 
Christian parents, come in humble con- 
fidence, and lay the case of your Ishma- 
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els before the Lord, that he may make 
them (as was not the case with the 
literal Ishmael) even as your Isaacs 
now are. Think of His almighty power 

— think of His boundless love — of the 
freeness of His grace — of His infinite 
resource ! Come with unwavering faith 

— for " the eyes of the Lord run to and 
fro throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong in the behalf of them. 
whose heart is perfect toward HvmJ*^ 
(2 Chron. xvi. 9.) Come in humble^ 
yet persevering prayer, that God may 
say to you, as He did to Abraham, 
"And as for Ishmael^ I have heard thee;. 
behold, I have blessed Aim." Can you 
m any way give more glory to God, 
than by desiring that all your children 
should be His willing subjects — that 
they should, one after the other, swear 
fealty to the King of kings, and bend in 
humble loyalty to the Lord of lords ? 
Your fervent prayer is, that your yet 
unconverted children should be among 
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the great multitude who shall forever 
sing, " Salvation to our God which sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb ! " (Rev. vii. 10.) Thus your 
fervent desires come to harmonize, in 
their object, with the glory of the Most 
High, and He cannot do good to you 
in your children, without exalting His 
own great name. Surely, then, this is 
a case in which you may take to your 
comfort that blessed declaration. "And 
Ms is the confidence we have in Him, 
that, if we ask any thing according to 
His will^ He heareth us: And if we 
know that He hear us, whatsoever we 
ask, we know that we have the peti* 
tions that we desired of Him." (1 John 
r. 14, 15.) 



Matthew xvii. 14-21. We may take 
another lesson on the subject of Inter- 
cessory prayer, from the case of the 
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man who came to Jesus* after the Tran^ 
figuration^ and desired of Him that He 
would heal his lunatic son. ^^Lord^ 
have mercy on my «ow, for lie is lunatic 
and sore vexed; for ofttimea he falleth 
into thejire^ and oft into the watisry 

What an apt illustration of the case 
of many a young man (nay, alas I of 
many a man advanced in years) run- 
ning riot in the ways of the world, 
following after its pleasures with all 
the frenzy of a madman, and passing 
through " the fire " and " the water," 
of the many predicaments, into wliich 
he is led by his recklessness and de- 
bauchery ; health injured — reputation 
ruined — friends estranged — nothing 
but bodily danger and mental degrada- 
tion staring him in the face ; and yet 
(with the infatuation peculiar to per- 
sons of that class, and from the long- 
exercised power of that tyrant, habit^ 
still going eagerly after his own destruc- 
tion. Oh, how many such are there in 
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the world 1 Many a Christian has to 
lament a son, or a brother, laboring 
tinder this spiritual derangement. In 
such circumstances, it is very common 
to ask a Christian minister, or friend, to 
speak to the deluded young man, in the 
hope that kind counsel may have the 
effect of turning him from the ways of 
sin and shame. And who would say 
but that this is a course most proper to 
be pursued — nay, the very one that 
would commend itself to a mind taught 
of God ? But we must not stop here. 
The father of the young man in the Bible 
history now before us said to Jesus, " I 
brought him to thy disciples, and they 
could not cure him.'^ (Verse 16.) Now, 
of course this cannot be taken as a 
case strictly parallel with any thing in 
our experience, because neither minis- 
ters of the Gospel, nor any others, have 
the authority to bid unbelief depart, as 
the apostles had to cast out, devils. But 
it shows us that we must not be satis- 
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fied, in such cases, with soUciting the 
friendly expostulations of men however 
excellent. It may also teach us why 
our desires sometimes are not ftiliiUed, 
viz., because we stop short here, and do 
not betake ourselves with earnest impor- 
tunity to Him, who alone has the power 
of doing wonders. How edifying the 
languaoe of the nobleman mentioned in 
John iv. 49 : " Sir^ come down ere my 
child die ! " How instructive also the 
words of Moses, in pleading for rebei- 
Uous Israel 1 " And now, I beseech 
thee, let the power of my Lord he greats 
according as thou hast spoken, saying. 
The Lord is long-suffering and of great 
mercy, forgiving iniquity, and trans*- 
gression," etc. (Numb. xiv. 17-19.) 
Upon this beautiful prayer is founded 
the language of the Collect, *' O God, 
who declarest Thine almighty power 
m>ost chiefly by showing mercy and pity. ^^ 
And what a plea it is to bring to the 
throne of grace, in praying for a soul 



INTERCESSORY PRATER. 61 

dead in trespasses and sins, that God 
would magnify Hirmelf in its conver- 
sion I May we not on such occasions 
plead earnestly with God, and humbly 
reason with Him, upon the great glory 
that would accrue to him — the won- 
drous monument that would be raised 
to His power and goodness — by His 
plucking such a soul, as a brand, from 
the burning ? Every child of God, who 
draws nigh to the mercy seat in humil- 
ity and faith, maybe as bold and impor- 
tunate as Moses was on this occasion, 
or as Abraham was in pleading for 
Sodom. We may often have to use the 
expressions of the patriarch, "Behold 
now, I have taken upon me to speak to 
the Lord, which am but dust and ashes. 
Oh, let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak." " Oh, let not the Lord be 
angry, and I will speak but this once." 
(Gen. xviii. 27, 30, 31, 32.) We may 
often, I say, have thus to apologize^ as 
it were, for putting the long-suffering 
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patience of God to further tests on be- 
half of those who have tempted Him 
under circumstances of aggravated sin, 
and contempt of the divine law ; but 
yet we are encouraged to persevere ; 
for we cannot exhaust the grace of God, 
though Abraham soon exhausted the 
number of righteous men in Sodom. 

When the disciples asked Jesus, 
" Why could not we cast him out ? " 
He concluded His reply with these 
words, " Hbwheit this kind goeth not out 
hut by jyrayer and fasting T And who 
can tell the effect that might be pro- 
duced in reclaiming many a poor profli- 
gate, were we to set apart special seasons 
for fasting, and prayer, on their behalf? 
It is not every one, that is able to fast, 
or who at all events, would find fasting 
have upon him the effect desired, — that 
of making him more able for devotion. 
But where it can be done with good 
effect, it must be a most important 
adjunct of prayer, not only because it 
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leaves the body lighter, and less of a 
clog upon the soul, but also because it 
helps us to realize (and this is no small 
matter) that we are in earnest^ as to the 
olgect of our desires. But, although we 
have not the gift of fasting, this need 
not prevent our setting apart special 
seasons for private or social prayer, on 
behalf of those for whom we wish more 
immediately to plead. If this course 
were followed, we should oftener receive 
special answers to our prayers, and we 
might see those who are now possessed 
of many devils — raging maniacs, as far 
as the interests of eternity are concern- 
ed — " sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed, and in^^ their ^^ right mind,*^ 
(Luke viii. 35.) 

Let us gather wisdom from all these 
blessed Scripture examples, and be 
instant in prayer for all our friends, who . 
thus require our supplications ; " If God 
peradventure will give them repentance 
to the acknowledging of the truth : and 
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that they may recover themselves out of . 
the snare of the devil, who are taken 
captive by him at his will." (2 Tim. 
ii. 25, 26.) 

We may here refer to the case of the 
child of the widow cf Zarepkaih^ who 
-was raised to life again in answer to 
ElijaK B prayerB. We find it thus re- 
corded in 1 Kings xvii. 19 — 22 : " And 
he said unto her, Give me thy son. And 
he took him out of her bosom, and car- 
ried him up into a loft, where he abode, 
and laid him upon Kb own hed. And he 
cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord 
my God, hast thou also brought evil 
upon the widow, with whom I sojourn, 
by slaying her son ? And he stretched 
himself upon the child three times, and 
cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord 
my God, I pray thee, let this child's bovlI 
come into him again,^^ We may have 
had the child (or children) of Christian 
parents committed to our care, and that 
principally with a view to their spiritual 
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good — the child may possibly be, as in 
the Scripture instance alluded to, the 
" only son of his mother, and she a 
widow." Or, without having such a 
ok^xg^ formally intrusted to us, we may, 
from peculiar circumstances, feel our- 
selves constrained to intercede for the 
soul, and to take the spiritual oversight 
of some young person. In the fervor 
of our desires, and in the urgency of 
prayer, w^ may bear the soul in question 
into the most sacred precincts of private 
devotion — we may lay it, as it were, 
upon our own bed^ in the depth of feel- 
ing, with which we have taken upon 
ourselves the care of its spiritual neces- 
sities, and, overshadowing it with the 
wings of earnest intercession, giving ut- 
terance to the prayer, " O Lord my 
God, I pray thee, let this chilcTs soul 
come into him again.^^ When Adam 
sinned and fell, spiritual life departed 
from him — his " «owZ,'' in the highest 
sense of the word, was gone. And thus 
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all the descendants of Adam are bom 
into the world, spiritually, dead — their 
" «owZ," spiritually speaking, is gone. 
But when a man is bom again, true life 
enters into him — his soul may be said 
to come into him again — conversion be* 
ing to the soul what breath is to the 
body — without it there is no real life. 

But hear the result of the prophet's 
intercession, all ye, who find yourselves 
in the like position. " And the Lord 
heard the voice of Elijah^ and the soul of 
the child came into him again, and he 
revived^ (Verse 22.) Oh the joy of 
being able to tell the Christian parent 
that your prayers have been answered — 
the desire of his heart accomplished ! 
Oh the heavenly satisfaction of being 
able to say, " See thy son liveth ! " 
(Verse 23.) Welcome the post that 
brings, welcome the letter that crosses 
the sea with, such intelligence. Never 
to be forgotten the interview at which it 
has been first said, " See^ thy son liveth ! " 
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The God of the prophet is the God of 
every beUeving soul ; and Elijah had 
no more cause to say, for the parting of 
Jordan, " Where is the Lord Grod of 
MijcJif " (2 Kings ii. 14), than every 
praying soul has to say the same, for the 
conversion of one committed to its care. 
They, that have faith to use the proph- 
et's prayer, shall in due time receive 
the prophet's blessing. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE DEAF AND DUMB MAN HEALED. 

THE BLIND MAN OF BETHSAIDA. 

Mark vii. 32-37 ; and viii. 22-24. — 
" And they bring unto Him one that wa9 
deaf^ and had an impediment in his 
speech^ and they beseech Sim to put His 
hand upon him. And He took him 
aside from the multitude^ and put His 
fingers into his ears^ and He spit^ and 
touched his tongue; and looking up to 
heaven^ He sighed^ and said unto him^ 
* Ephphatha^^ that is^ ' Be openedJ* 
And straightway his ears were opeimd^ 
and the string of his tongue was loosed^ 
and he spake plain^^ 

Jesus on several occasions, when about 
to say any thing of more than ordinary 
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importance, said, " If any man have eavB 
to hear, let him hear." (Mark iv. 23, 
et aL^ By this expression He could not 
mean to allude to the bodily organ of 
hearing — for He knew that with that all 
were provided — but to the "hearing 
ear" of the soul, to which Solomon 
refers, when he says, " The hearing ear^ 
and the seeing eye, the Lord hath made 
even both of them." (Prov. xx. 12.) 
And by this we are to understand that 
the soul of man must remain deaf to the 
effectual sound of the Gospel, and .blind 
to all that has been done for the salva- 
tion of sinners, until the Spirit of God 
endue it with new organs of hearing 
and of vision, saying, "JJear, ye deaf, 
and look, ye blind, that ye may see." 
(Isa. xlii. 18.) Then, and not till then, 
" the eyes of the blind " are " opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped." 
Then does " the lame man leap as an 
hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing." 
(Isa. XXXV. 5, 6.) 



60 INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 

What Jesus did to the deaf man, on 
the occasion above quoted, is the coun- 
terpart of what must be done for every 
living soul, before it can receive the 
glad tidings of salvation — its ears Tnust 
be opened. They brought the man to 
Jesus, knowing that He alone had the 
power to open his ears. " TJiei/ bring 
unto Him one that was deaf, and had 
an impediment in his speech ; and thet/ 
beseech Him to put His hand upon 
him." Is not this a lesson to us to 
bring our deaf ones to Jesus ? It seems 
to suggest the case of those, who may 
have heard the Gospel faithfully preached 
for many years, and yet have not re- 
ceived it. And why? Because they 
have not "tAe hearing ear^'* without 
which the truth cannot enter into the 
soul. In the case of the deaf man in 
question, there was no want of some one 
to speak to him ; that was not the 
reason why he heard not, but simply 
because he himself was deaf. And so, 
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tlie reason why many continue in spirit- 
ual ignorance, is not the lack of sound 
preachers to declare the truth to them, 
but that they have no ears wherewith 
to hear it. This is a case, that often 
tries the faith of Christians very sorely. 
They may long have prayed that a 
certain soul might be brought within 
the soimd of the truth ; they have their 
desire, but lol it seems to produce no 
effect ; year after year passes away, and 
the soul in question remains unim- 
pressed — the ear is fast closed, imper- 
vious to the Truth. Nay, it will often 
happen that, even under the most fa- 
vorable circumstances, there is not 
received so much as a bare knowledge 
of the doctrines of grace, so that the 
soul cannot even give a reason of any 
hope, that it professes to entertain: 
there is an '' impediment in the apeeeh^^^ 
as well as deafness in the ear. They, 
who have spoken much on spiritual 
things to the unconverted, can bear 
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witness to the extraordinary degree of 
ignorance, even as to the letter of Chri»^ 
tian doctrine, often evinced by those, 
who have for many years sat under th^ 
most awakening ministry. And what 
does this prove, but the truth of the 
Scripture declaration, that " the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
unto him ; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned,'- 
(1 Cor. ii. 14.) "If any man be in 
Christ," saith the Scripture again, " he 
is a new creature " — or more literally, 
" a new creation ;,^^ he must have a new 
set o? faculties bestowed upon him — - 
new eyes, new ears, new powers of 
speech, new reason, new heart, new 
mind, in fine, a new order of perception* 
It is not the turning of old things into 
a new channel — the investing of old 
faculties with a new power; for the 
human mind is as completely ruined by 
the fall, as the human body. We know 
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that the latter cannot be patched up, 
so as to make it a receptacle of glory ; 
it must be taken down, and return to 
the dust, from whence it was taken. 
And so is it with the powers of the 
Jieart, and mind — they are altogether 
unsusceptible of spiritual improvement, 
and nothing can give us light in the 
soul, but the indwelling of the Holy 
Grho»t. It is this that constitutes the 
whole energy, and works all the expe- 
rience, of what is called " the new man " 
(Eph. iv. 24), and " the hidden man of 
the heart " (1 Pet. iii. 4) ; for we are 
told, that " eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him. 
But God hath revealed them unto us 
hy His Spirit^ for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God." 
(1 Cor. ii. 10.) By this may we not 
understand the Spirit, as acting in the 
new man of the heart f For in what 
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other way can it be necessary for the 
Spirit, who knoweth all things, to search 
them out ? Again, it is written, " Like- 
wise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmi- 
ties, for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought; but the Spirit 
itself (or Himself) maketh intercession 
for us with groanings which cannot be 
uttered. And He that searcheth the 
hearts^ knoweth what is the mind of the 
Spirit^ because He maketh intercession 
for the saints according to the will of 
God." (Rom. viii. 26, 27.) The 
Spirit maketh intercession for the saints 
— not as Christ does, by meritorious 
atonement — but in them. Because 
they cannot do it for themselves, there- 
fore they must have the Spirit, in the 
soul, to do it for them. And thus, 
when God (as in this passage He ia 
said to do) " searchetli the hearts " of 
His praying people, what does He find 
there ? Not their own minds, but " the 
mind of the Spirit.'^ So, in Galatians, 
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we are told, " And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son into your hearts, crying^ Ahba^ 
Father:' (Gal. iv. 4.) It is the Spirit 
that cries thus within us ; or, as it is 
elsewhere expressed, "the Spirit of 
adoption^ whereby we cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther." (Rom. viii. 15.) And once 
more — when our Lord was about to 
send forth the twelve apostles. He said, 
" But when they deliver you up, take 
no thought how, or what ye shall speak ; 
for it shall be given you in that same 
hour what ye shall speak. For it is not 
ye that speak, but the Spirit of your 
Father which speaketh in youJ' (Matt. 
X. 19, 20.) 

All these passages speak very plainly 
as to the nature of the change, that 
takes place in the soul upon conversion, 
namely, the infumn of a new principle. 
Jesus places the natural powers of our 
mind, and the new powers of grace, in 
striking contrast, when he saith, " That, 
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which is born of the flesh, is flenh ; and 
that, which is bom of the Spirit, is 
spirit;^'' and this He said in order to 
show to Nicodemus the necessity of hav- 
ing a spiritual nature, before he could 
receive spiritual truth. 

This, then, instructs us, not only as 
to the nature of the thing itself, but also 
as to what we must do with the spirit- 
ually deaf and dumb. If we would have 
them to hear and speak, we must bring 
them to Jesus in prayer; that, as He 
opened the ear, and loosened the tongue, 
of the literally deaf and dumb, so He 
may give unto these a new ear, and a 
new organ of speech. He may for a 
time, as we have considered in a former 
part of this work, " answer us never a 
word ; " but we must not, on that ac- 
count, doubt either His power, or His 
will. Or ever we are aware. He may 
pronounce the word ^^ Ephphatha^ — Be 
opened ; " and straightway the deaf 
ears shall be opened, and the string of 
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the tongue shall be loosed. For when 
Jesus saith, " Thou dumb and deaf 
spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, 
and enter no more into him " (Mark ix. 
25), who can resist His word? 

Deafness is one principal cause of 
dumbness. If a man hear not sounds, 
how can he frame them ? How can he, 
who never heard spiritually, speak the 
language of the Spirit ? But if once the 
sound of Truth have entered into the 
ear of the soul, the new man can take 
up the sound, and give it forth dis- 
tinctly. And thus it is that, in spiritual 
things, hearing^ and the power of speech 
must go together ; and when the truth 
has been received in the power, and in 
the love of it, we shall, sooner or later, 
be greeted with the language of Zion 
from those, whose lips have never ut- 
tered it before, and we shall have cause 
to say on their behalf, " He hath done 
all things well ; He maketh both the deaf 
to hear and the dumb to speak.^^ (Mark 
vii. 37.) 
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The same lesson is taught us in the 
history of the bUnd man, whose eyes 
Jesus opened, Hkewise at the solicitation 
of the man's friends^ as detailed in 
Mark viii. 22-25. " And He cometh 
to Bethsaida ; and they bring a bhnd 
man unto Him, and besought Him to 
touch him. And He took the blind 
man by the hand, and led him out of 
the town ; and when He had spit on his 
eyes, and put his hands upon him. He 
asked him if he saw aught. And he 
looked up, and said, I see men as trees, 
walking. And after that He put His 
hands again upon his eyes, and made 
him look up ; and he was restored, and 
saw every man clearly." 

Jesus had various ways of opening 
tlie eyes of the blind. On the occasion 
just cited, Se spat upon the eyes of the 
blind man. In the case of the man 
mentioned in John ix.. He spat on the 
ground, and made clay of the spittle. 
" And He anointed the eyes of the blind 
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man with the clay, and said unto him, 
Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." 
(Verses 6, 7.) In the case of Barti- 
meus, Jesus simply spake the word^ as 
in creation, when He said, " Let there 
be light, and there was light : " for 
" Jesus answered and said unto him, 
What wilt thou that I should do unto 
thee? The blind man said. Lord, that I 
might receive my sight. And Jesus 
said unto him. Go thy way, thy faith 
hath made thee whole. And immedi- 
ately he received his sight, and followed 
Jesus in the way." (Mark x. 51, 52.) 
And so Jesus has very different ways of 
bringing souls to Himself, as to the out- 
ward means that may be made effectual ; 
but in all cases it must be the same Lord, 
that opens the eyes of the Wind, spiritu- 
ally as well as bodily. 

We may remark here, that the case of 
tlie blind man mentioned in Mark viii. 
Jesus " took him by the hand; " he was 
under the guidance of Jesus before any 
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change had taken place in his organ of 
vision. And so, when we bring our 
blind to Jesus, He may be taking them 
by the hand, casting the stumbling- 
blocks out of the way, preparing the 
highway before them (Isa. Ivii. 14), 
removing many prejudices from their 
minds, and subduing their opposition to 
the truth, when, all the while, there is 
no change apparent to the beholder. 
For when Jesus took the blind man by 
the hand, " He led him out of the town^^^ 
away from the busy haimts of men; 
that He might, in the privacy of soli- 
tude, have mercy upon him. And thus 
it often is with the conversion of a soul. 
We know not what under-current may 
be at work in a man's heart, beneath 
the stream of apparent indifference, and 
conformity to the world. We know not 
what hidden conflict there may be — 
what twitchings of the conscience — 
what disturbance of the armed man, 
that has hitherto kept his goods in peace 
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— what inward drawings to search the 
Scriptures — what readings in private — 
what resolutions of amendment formed 

— what a shaking of the dry hones may 
be going on, preparatory to their being 
clothed with flesh, and standing upon 
their feet. (See Ezek. xxxvii.) How 
often has Jesus thus taken a man by the 
hand, and led him out of the town ; and 
we knew it not ! Had we known it, we 
might have marred the work by our 
officiousness, or misjudged zeal. And 
thus the reserve generally manifested 
by a man, when there is the beginning 
of a work of grace within him — the ex- 
treme sensibility, with which he shrinks 
from making his feelings known to oth- 
ers — the longing ofttimes to be able to 
open the heart to a friend, and yet not 
having the courage to do so — the toss- 
ings of mind occasioned by misgivings,^ 
as to old principles of thought and ac- 
tion, without having any thing to sub- 
stitute for them, — all this may be, and 
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often is, God's way of preparing the soul 
to receive His grace — and this is far 
better than if every inward agitation 
had worked itself to the surface, and 
thus been exposed to the gaze, and inter- 
ference of many, who, with the best in- 
tentions possible, would only have spoiled 
the work. Does it follow, because we 
have brought our blind to Jesus, that He 
should carry on the whole work of their 
restoration before our eyes — that He 
should not take them by the hand, and 
lead them out of the town f Therefore let 
us not be disheartened, because we re- 
ceive not visible answers to our prayers 
for such souls, but trust that Jesus may 
have privately taken them by the hand^ to 
lead them beyond the range of our ken, 
for a season. For " the kingdom of 
God" in the heart is, "as if a man 
^should cast seed into the ground, and 
should sleep, and rise night and day, 
and the seed should spring and grow up, 
he knoweth not how^ (Mark iv. 26, 27.) 
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When Jesus had spit on the eyes of 
the blind man, and put his hands upon 
him, " He asked him if he saw aught. 
And he looked up, and said, I see men 
OB trees^ walking.''^ (Verses 23, 24.) 
Bartimeus received his sight " immedir 
ately^^^ and was able at once to see 
clearly, "and followed Jesus in the 
way." (Mark x. 52.) In this he was 
an emblem of those who at once receive 
the full blaze of Gospel light into their 
souls ; their opposition has been over- 
come, their prejudices scattered, their 
ignorance removed, by the instantaneous 
working of God the Spirit. But this is 
not the case in the generality of conver- 
sions ; most men, when they first look 
up to behold the hitherto invisible 
things of the kingdom of heaven, at first 
are only able to " see men as trees, 
walking." They have but an imperfect 
acquaintance with the way of grace — 
but a slight knowledge of their own 
hearts; consequently their profession 
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must be uncertain, and their walk, in 
many respects, inconsistent — they see 
not clearly enough to follow Jesus in 
the way ; and ihen^ perhaps, their pray- 
ing friends are disheartened, the hopes 
of one day being thrown down by the 
discouragements of the next. How 
often has the expression of a confiised 
view on matters of doctrine — a glaring 
misapprehension of Christian practice — 
the remains of sceptical opposition, or 
a transient fit of indifference — come 
down as a frosty wind, apparently to 
nip the bud of our fondest expectation ; 
or like water, icy as death, to quench 
(as we think) the incipient flame of 
spiritual feeling in the soul ! Yet all 
this may be nothing but the scum 
thrown to the surfiice, by reason of a 
healthy fermentation going on within ; 
nothing but a necessary stage in the 
recovery of their vision — the seeing of 
men as trees^ walking. And therefore, 
on such occasions, it behooves us to 
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wait patiently on the Lord in prayer, 
that He would put His hands again upon 
the eyes of our blind ; that they may 
b6 perfectly " restored," and see " every 
man clearly," and that we may hear 
them say, " One thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, tiow I see,^^ (John 
ix. 25.) And when we pray for our 
friends, that they may receive their 
sight, let us also pray for ourselves, that 
we may have discernment to survey the 
beginning, and the progress, of God's 
work in them, not with the eye of im- 
patience or misconception, but with the 
ken of those who have had experience 
of the ways of the Lord, and who have 
learnt not to " scan His work in vain." 
We may also observe, with regard to 
the special miracle that we have been 
considering, that all the stages experi- 
enced by the blind man in the recovery 
of his sight, took place when he was Ml 
out of the town. And thus many a 
Christian passes through all the stages 
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of spiritual illumination, before it is 
known to others that he is a subject of 
grace. Nay, many may pass out of the 
worlds and none know that Jesus had 
taken them by the hand, and led them 
out of the town — that they have had 
their eyes anointed, and seen at first 
men, as trees, walking ; and then looked 
up and seen clearly. This may have 
been known to none hut themselves^ and 
to the Lord, who had led them into the 
solitude of their own reserve, and laid 
His hand upon them, " and sent " them 
" away to '' their " house, saying,"'^ as 
he did to the blind man on this occasion, 
" Neither go into the town, nor tell it 
any in the town.^^ (Verse 26.) We are 
warranted, I think, in building a char- 
itable hope upon this foundation, in the 
case of some, who depart this life with- 
out having given so foil a proof as we 
should desire, of their hearts having 
been under the teaching of the Spirit. 
They may have evidenced a certain . 
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degree of regard for the truth, have 
manifested %ome concern about their own 
souls, and all the rest have been shut 
up within their own bosoms ; we had 
looked for open confession of sin, and 
found it not — for the tellings of tender 
experience, and heard them not ; Jesus 
may have led them out of the town, 
and one day we may meet them among 
the great multitude, who have " washed 
their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb." 



In further confirmation of this par- 
ticular view of our subject, we may take 
the case of JEUsha^ and his young man, 
as recorded in 2 Bangs vi. 17 : "And 
Elisha prayed, and said. Lord, I pray 
thee, open his eyes that he may see. 
And the Lord opened the eyes of the 
young man, and he saw: and behold 
the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha." 
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" There is a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual hody^'^ said the Aposde 
Paul (1 Cor. XV. 44), and spiritual 
bodies are as real in their existence as 
natural bodies — only they are not visi- 
ble to natural eyes. The mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire, in 
real and spiritual existence ; but the 
young man had no eyes wherewith to 
%ee them. God, on various occasions, 
opened the eyes of his chosen servants 
of old, to see the wonders of the invis- 
ible world ; and Elisha must himself 
have seen the wondrous host with which 
he was surrounded, or he could not 
have prayed that the young man's eyes 
might be also opened to see them. 

When Elijah was about to be taken 
up, and Elisha had prayed that a double 
portion of Elijah's spirit might rest upon 
him, the prophet answered, " Thou hast 
asked an hard thing of me ; neverthe- 
less, if thou see me when I am taken 
from thee, it shall be so mito thee ; but 
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if not, it shall not be so." (2 Kings ii. 
10.) By which Elijah meant to say- 
that, if the Lord. opened the eyes of 
Elisha to see the manner of his transla* 
tion, it would be a token that God would 
grant his request. The chariot and 
hoi*ses of fire, in which the prophet 
went up, would still have been present, 
whether Elisha had seen them or not ; 
but his eyes being open to see them de- 
pended upon the special operation of 
God. 

When God made known to Daniel 
that which was " noted in the Scrip- 
tures of truth," the prophet says, " And 
/ Daniel alone saw the vision ; for the 
men that were mth me saw not tJie vmo/i." 
(Dan. X. 7.) And in like manner, 
when the Lord Jesus appeared to Saul 
of Tarsus in the way, he alone saw the 
Saviour, and heard His words, for they 
that journeyed with him " stood speech- 
less, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.^^ 
(Acts ix. 7.) And tliat they did not 
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perceive any thing articulate or intel- 
ligible, in the sound, is clear from the 
words of the apostle in a later chapter 
of the Acts : " And they, that were 
with me, saw indeed the light, and were 
afraid : but they heard not the voice of 
Him that spake to me." (Acts xxii. 9.) 
How forcibly the above passages bring 
before us the reality of unseen, angeUc 
agency — of those heavenly beings, 
those " ministering spirits," who are 
" sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation ! " (Heb. i. 
14.) The angels have bodies as real as 
our own ; countless multitudes are at- 
tending upon us ; and although the 
mind questions this, because it sees them 
not, their agency on the scene of ma- 
terial creation is not the less sure for 
being noiseless, unfelt, invisible. " No 
speech, nor language ; their voice is not 
heard ;^' and yet "their line is gone 
out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world." (Ps. 
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XIX. 3, 4.) How much this ought to 
enlarge our views, as to die reality of 
invisible agencies in this nether world, 
and as to the possibility of modes of ex- 
istence altogether foreign to our own, 
and imperceptible to our senses ! 

Now, if we take the above-cited pas- 
sages of Scripture, as illustrating the 
blindness of the natural heart to all that 
is going on around it in the kingdom of 
grace, as well as to any perception of 
the invisible hand of God in the dispen- 
sations of Providence, w^liat a wide field 
for intercessory prayer opens upon us 1 
How frequently, for instance, does it 
happen that, as Saul of Tarsus was jour- 
neying with his companions in sin and 
persecution, and the Lord Jesus appeared 
to him in the way, even so among a 
little knot of companions (if not in 
gross sin, at all events in carelessness, 
worldliness, or opposition to the truth) 
Christ may suddenly manifest Himself to 
the soul of one among the rest ; so that 
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he may be at once dazzled, humbled, and 
reformed by the brightness of the reve- 
lation, while his companions may only 
see, and hear that some extraordinary 
change has come over him, while they 
neither saw the beauty of Jesus which 
attracted him, nor heard the gracious 
words of love that were spoken to his 
soul — " hearing a voice^ but seeing no 
man,^^ On such occasions, if we have 
a friend or relative, who has formed one 
of such a knot of companions, and are 
mourning over him, because his eyes are 
closed to what has taken place — instead 
of desponding, let us pray for him, as 
Elisha did for his young man ; " Lord, 
I pray Thee, open his eyes^ that he may 
see ! " — that the reflection of Christ's 
glory may be seen in the face of him, to 
whom He thus appeared in the way, and 
that the soul for whom we are praying, 
may, by his sound doctrine, and consist^ 
ency of life, be also led to inquire after 
the way of peace. 
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Or we may have a friend in attend- 
ance upon a dying bed, from whence a 
soul is about to depart and be with 
Christ. It may be as manifest to the 
Lord's people that the soul in question 
is going to glory, as the " chariot of fire 
and horses of fire " made known to 
Elisha that his master was about to be 
translated : and yet our friend's eyes 
may be fast closed, so that he has no pei^ 
ception of the " chariot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof." (2 Kings ii. 
12.) And while others may be edified 
with the dying experience, and entering 
into the glorious anticipations, of the 
departing soul, he may see nothing in it, 
but the simple fact of the breath leaving 
the body, and feel nothing but the emo- 
tions that are common to flesh and 
blood. How earnestly, at such times, 
do we long that such a favorable oppor- 
tunity should not be lost upon our 
finend — that the glory of that dying 
bed might lead to the conversion of his 



84 INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 

soul ? Well, then, have we not every 
encouragement to use the petition, 
" Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes^ that 
he may seef^^ Wherefore are such 
things written for our instruction, but 
to incite our faith, and to draw out the 
spirit of prayer ? And he, who opened 
the eyes of Elisha, to see the chariot 
and horses of fire, can open our friend's 
eyes, to see glorious things in the de- 
parture of the dying saint. 

Again, we may be in times of national 
or family distress ; every spring of 
earthly comfort may threaten to be 
dried up ; every stream of wonted pleas- 
ure be imbittered ; every hope of human 
assistance be removed ; to the natural 
Qje all may be dark ; to the natural 
heart there may be nothing left but bare 
"vanity and vexation of spirit." How 
painful in such seasons to behold a man, 
whose soul cannot rise above the stem 
realities of human circumstance ; who 
cannot, by faith, lay hold upon the 
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promises, and discern the resources, of 
the Lord of heaven and earth, nor, amid 
the utter hopelessness of "the things 
that are seen " and " temporal," expe- 
rience unutterable consolation in the 
things that are " not seen " and " eter- 
nal 1 " This also is a call to us to say, 
" Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes^ that 
he may see^ Such seasons, humanly 
speaking, are calculated to make men 
think seriously ; the complexion of 
events may have imparted a tone of so- 
berness to their minds ; then^ above all 
others, is the time to urge our suit for 
them at the throne of grace, that God 
would enlighten their darkness, making 
them to taste and see His mercy in 
Christ to every soul that believeth, and, 
along with this, that God is a refuge and 
strength in the hour of earthly calamity, 
"a very present help in time of trouble." 
(Ps. xlvi. 1.) 

We may have friends engaged in ac- 
tive military service, or in other circum- 
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stances of imminent bodily danger. 
The Lord may deliver them from per- 
ishing by the sword, " covering their 
head in the day of battle," and they not 
be able to recognise the gracious hand, 
that saved them from that, as well as 
from other perils. What prayer, then, 
can be more suitable on their behalf, 
than that God would open their eyes, 
that they may Bee " the horses and chari- 
ots " of God's invisible agency, to which 
they owe all their safety ; and that their 
" eye " in beholding the protection of 
His kind Providence, may, by the oper- 
ation of the Spirit, "affect" their 
" heart " (Lam. iii. 61) with a sense of 
their own sinfulness, and their need of a 
Saviour's blood to wash away their sin. 
And, in like manner, if we have friends 
among those " that go down to the sea 
in ships, and do business in great wa- 
ters," we have encouragement to pray, 
that not only with the eye of outward 
perception, but also with the discern- 
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ment of an enlightened spirit, they 
may " see the works of the Lord and 
His wonders in the deep;" and that, 
whether it be by "the storm" being 
made " a calm, so that the waves thereof 
are still " — or by their being brought 
safe to "their desired haven" — they 
may with the heart and tongue of a 
converted soul, looking to Christ for 
His offered salvation, " praise the Lord 
for His goodness, and for His wonderful 
works to the children of men." (Ps. 
cvii. 23-31.) 
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CHAPTER IV. 

EZRA PRATING FOR THE PEOPLE. 

Ezra ix., and x. 1-14. — The object 
that we may have in view is, perhaps, 
not the conversion of a soul, but to 
bring home to the heart of a true Chris- 
tian the conviction of having committed 
some special sin. In this also we have 
encouragement from Scripture exam- 
ple, by prayer and " supplication with 
thanksgiving," to " let our requests be 
made known unto God." (Phil. iv. 6.) 
The children of Israel, upon their return 
from Babylon, had forgotten, or, at least, 
disregarded, the law of the Lord their 
God, and had joined themselves in mar- 
riage to the Gentiles of the land. We 
find it thus recorded in the Book of 
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Ezra, in the passage above cited. " Now 
when these things were done, the prin- 
ces came to 'me, saying. The people of 
Israel, and the priests, and the Levites 
have not separated themselves from the 
people of the lands, doing according to 
their abominations, even the Canaanites, 
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, 
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the 
Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they 
have taken of their daughters for them- 
selves, and for their sons ; so that the 
holy seed have mingled themselves with 
the people of those lands ; yea, the hand 
of the princes and rulers hath been chief 
in this trespass." Then, how vividly 
does the man of God describe his emo- 
tions of grief at hearing of this abomina- 
tion ! " And when I heard this thing, I 
rent my garment and my mantle, and 
I plucked off the hair of my head, and 
of my beard, and sat down astonied. 
Then were assembled unto me every 
one that trembled at the words of the 
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God of Israel, because of the transgres- 
sions of those that had been carried 
away ; and I sat astonied until the time 
of the evening sacrifice." 

And what did Ezra do next ? Did 
he at once summon the people before 
him, and reprove them for their sin ? 
No, he humbled himself before the 
Lord his God, and prayed, " And at 
the evening sacrifice I arose up from 
my heaviness; and having rent my 
garments and my mantle, I fell upon my 
kneea^ and spread out my hands unto 
the Lord my God, and said, O my God, 
I am ashamed, and blush to lift up my 
face unto thee, my God; for our ini- 
quities are increased over our head, and 
our trespass is grown up unto the 
heavens." From this, to the end of 
chapter ix., is one continued confession 
of sin by Ezra on behalf of the people. 
It is not Boid that he made intercession 
for the people, that God would pardon 
them and teach them His ways, as 
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Solomon expresses it in his prayer at 
the dedication of the Temple : *' Then 
hear thou in heaven, and forgive the 
sin of thy servants, and of thy people 
Israel, that thou teach them the good way 
wherein they should walk." (1 Kings 
viii. 36.) But that Ezra did thus in- 
tercede there can be no doubt, for it is 
implied in chapter x. verse 1. What, 
then, was the eflFect of Ezra's humili- 
ation and prayer? Let the Scripture 
history speak for itself. " Now, when 
Ezra had prayed^ and when he had 
confessed, weeping and casting himself 
down before the house of God, there 
assembled unto him out of Israel a very 
great congregation of men, and women, 
and children ; for tJie people wept very 
sore. And Shecaniah, the son of Jehiel, 
one of the sons of Elam, answered, and 
said unto Ezra, We have trespassed 
against our Grod^ and have taken 
strange wives of the people of the land : 
yet . now there is hope in Israel con- 
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ceming this thing. Now therefore let 
U8 make a covenant with our Grod^ to 
put away all the wives, and such as are 
born of them, according to the counsel 
of my lord, and of those that tremble at 
the commandment of our God; and 
let it be done according to the law." 
And not only so, but when all Judah 
and Benjamin were gathered together 
within three days to Jerusalem, "and 
all the people sat in the street of the 
house of God, trembling because of this 
matter^ and for the great rain ; and 
when Ezra the priest stood up, and said 
unto them. Ye have transgressed, and 
liave taken strange wives to increase the 
trespass of Israel : now therefore make 
confession unto the Lord God of your 
fathers, and do His pleasure ; and sepa- 
rate yourselves from the people of the 
land, and from the strange wives ; " — 
it is added, " Then all the congi'egation 
answered and said with a loud voice. 
As thou hast said so must tve do. But 
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the people are many, and it is a time of 
much rain, and we are not able to stand 
without, neither is this a work of one 
day, or two : for we a/re many that have 
transgressed in this thing.^^ (Ezra x. 
9-13.) , 

Thus Ezra "bowed the heart" of all 
the men of Judah and Benjamin, " as 
the heart of one man," and that by 
means of prayer. Had he begun by 
reproving the people severely for their 
sin, or by inveighing loudly against it, 
how different might the result have 
been ! But Ezra betook himself at 
once to Him, " unto whom all hearts 
are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid," beseeching 
Him that He would " cleanse the 
thoughts of the hearts of Israel by the 
inspiration of His Holy Spirit." 

What a lesson is this to W8, when we, 
in like manner, desire to bring home to 
the heart of another the consciousness 
of any transgression, or of the indul- 
gence of any sinful habit. 
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I. Let u? begin, as Ezra did, with 
confession of sin^ first for ourselves, and 
then for those, whose case we would 
bring before the Lord. The sin of 
others ought always to humble us, 
acting as a glass in which we may see 
our own shame ; and it is the apostolic 
injunction, that when we see others 
" overtaken with a fault," we should 
^^ remember ourselves^ lest we also be 
tempted." (Gal. vi. 1.) We ought to 
pity our poor erring brother, or sister, 
and say, " Ah, if thou hadst not been 
my fellow-sinner, thou hadst not fallen 
into sin." We should smart for such 
an one, as he, who has often been 
wounded in the flesh, knows how to 
smart for others, when they are wounded. 
We should grieve for him, that he is 
causing so much trouble to his soul ; we 
should feel it, as though it were our own 
smart, our own trouble — confessmg it 
to the Lord, as though it were our own 
sin. This is, I presume, what the 
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apostle means, when he says, " Bear ye 
one another' % burdens and so falfil the 
law of Christ:' (Gal. vi. 2.) 

Reader, never pass by the sins of 
others, as though you had nothing to do 
with them ; but remember that you have 
every thing to do with them, even to take 
them up upon your own shoulder, and 
so bear them, in brotherly sympathy — 
in full consciousness of your own infir- 
mity, and in deep confession of your 
fellow-sinner's fault — to the throne of 
grace. How else can we fulfil " the 
law of Christ ? " Did not he bear " our 
sins in His own body on the tree ? " (1 
Pet. ii. 24.) Did not He make our sins 
His own ? Did He not take them so 
completely on Himself, as to say in pro- 
phecy, " Mine iniquities have taken hold 
upon me, so that I am not able to look 
up, they are more than the hairs of my 
head ; therefore my heart faileth me ? " 
(Ps. xl. 12.) Let us strive so to fulfil 
the law of Christ, even as Ezra did for 
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his erring brethren. And what can be 
so effectual a»help to our doing this, as 
to remember that it is only the grace of 
God constraining us, that keeps us fix>m 
the commission of sins far more gross 
than any, which we may have to deplore 
in others. It is to such self-recollection 
that Paul alludes, when he says, " For 
if a man think himself to be something, 
when fie is nothing^ he deceiveth himself." 
(Gal. vi. 3.) And again, " For who 
maketh thee to differ from another ? And 
what hast thou that thou didst not re- 
ceive ? Now if thou didst receive it, 
why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst 
not received it ?" (1 Cor. iv. 7.) Lret 
it also be a rule with us, never to be 
forgotten, that when we go to ask for 
mercy, we should always begin with 
confession of sin. This well becomes 
■w^, as sinners, for humiliation ; and it is 
specially due to the holiness and glory of 
God. 

II. Let us also pray for our brethren 



INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 97 

who are in fault, entreating the Lord 
that He would " give them repentance," 
opening their eyes to see their sin, and 
their hearts to receive suitable impres- 
sions of His grace. What wonders may 
not be wrought in this respect! Can 
w^e, under any circumstances, have bet- 
ter authority to betake ourselves to the 
promise, " that if we ask any thing ac- 
cording to His will^ He heareth us ? '' 
(1 John V. 14.) What can be more 
according to the will of God, than that 
he " that nameth the name of Christ, 
should depart from iniquity ? " Is it 
not said, " For this is the will of Grody 
even your sanctificaiion?^^ (1 Thess. 
iv. 3.) Therefore, when we see a 
Christian brother or sister fall into sin, 
let us not stagger at the promise through 
unbelief, but have " confidence " in Him, 
that gives the promise; let us pray^ 
knowing that " if he hear us, whatso- 
ever we ask, we have the petitions that 
we desired of Him." (1 John v. 16.) 

7 
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As for ourselves, so also for our 
Christian brethren, we have to remem- 
ber before God, " what is the exceeding 
greatness of His power to us-ward who 
believe, according to the working of His 
mighty pow^, • which He wrought in 
Christ, when He raised Him from the 
dead, and set Him at His own right 
hand, in the heavenly places." (Eph. 
i. 19, 20.) This power is no other than 
that of the Holy Spirit — for Christ 
was " declared to be the Spn of God 
with power, according to the Spirit qf 
holiness^ by the resmrection from the 
dead." (Rom. i. 4.) And again, He 
is said to have been " put to death in 
the flesh, but quickened hy the SpiriL^^ 
(1 Pet. iii. 18.) Of this same Spirit, 
it is said, touching His indwelling in the 
hearts of His people, " Now unto Him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can ask or think, cuy 
cording to the power that workeih in usS'* 
(Eph. iii. 20.) Let us carry this 
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blessed text along' with us, when we 
have to intercede for our brethren — 
" Able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we can ask or think ! " Then, 
let us not be faint-hearted, nor say, 
"How can I influence the heart of my 
brother or sister? How can I make 
them forsake their sins ? " Truly, you 
cannot do so by your own strength, or 
by the persuasives of your own mind ; 
for if you try to deal with them 
in this way, you may experience from 
their corruptions, or from their perverse 
tempers, what the seven Bon% of JSceva^ 
the Jew, experienced at the hand of the 
evil spirit, whom they thought to cast 
out ; for " the evil spirit answered and 
said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know, 
but who are ye? And the man, in 
whom the evil spirit was, leaped on 
them and overcame them, and prevailed 
against them, so that they fled out of 
that house naked and wounded." (Acts 
xix. 15, 16.) Now, the reason why 



100 INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 

Christians so often fail in bringing an 
erring brother to a sense of his sin is, 
that they endeavor to accomplish it in 
their own strength, and rely not npon 
the Spirit of God, by whom ahne we can 
have any spiritual influence upon the 
hearts of others. Every channel of 
genuine conviction, with which we 
would impress the soul of another, must 
pass, as it were, through the person of 
Jesua^ by the Spirit. No two things, 
in the whole creation, are more isolated 
from one another, than the " heart of 
man " is, in a spiritual sense, fix)ra the 
heart of his fellow-man ; neither can 
you carry a spiritual road from one to 
the other by any direct means; every 
such road must pass, as I have said, 
through the sanctuary on high ; for thus 
alone are the Lord's people bound up 
together " in the bundle of life," and 
kept " in the unity of the Spirit, and 
the bond of peace." Let us not be de- 
ceived in this matter ; for as, on the one 
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hand, " there is not a just man upon 
earth that doeth good, and sinneth not " 
(Eccl. vii. 20), so, on the other hand, 
there is not a saint upon earth, however 
excellent — however advanced in the 
divine life — -whom it is safe to ap- 
proach for the purpose of telling him 
his faults, in any other way. For al- 
though the child of God may, and will 
say, " Let the righteous smite me, it 
shall be a kindness ; and let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, which 
shall not break my head " (Psalm cxli. 
5), yet nothing can make him act ac- 
cording to this profession — nothing can 
make him receive friendly reproof at the 
hand of a Christian brother — but the 
influence of the Spirit. Therefore let 
us take care how we attempt to draw 
nigh to any man for such a purpose, but 
with the confession of sin to God, and 
much prayer that the Spirit would pre- 
pare our hearts for effectually giving, 
and our brother's heart for humbly re- 



102 INTERCESSORY PRAYER. 

ceiving, the intended exhortation. We 
have only to consider our own hearts, 
and look back upon our own experience, 
to account for, and to substantiate, this 
truth concerning even the Lord's people. 
Oh, what a life of prayer we ought to 
lead both for ourselves, and Tor our 
brethren ! Is there ever a moment, 
when we and they require not our 
prayers ? And besides the daily, and 
hourly, common necessities for prayer, 
how do we know when seasons of special 
trial of faith may not bring more than 
common necessity for prayer, and sup- 
plication ? And let us continually refer 
to the blessed examples that the Scrip- 
ture sets before us, such as that of Ezra, 
which we have just been considering ; 
remembering that " all these things hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples, and are 
written for our admonition^ upon whom 
the ends of the world are come." (1 
Cor. X. 11.) 
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CHAPTER V. 

DANIEL PRAYING FOR HIS BRETHREN.-— 
THE CHURCH INTERCEDING FOR PETER. 

Daniel ii. 17-19 ; Acts xii. 1-10. — 
The opening of the second chapter of 
Daniel informs us that " in the second 
year of the reign of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, 
wherewith his spirit was troubled, and 
his sleep brake from him. Then the 
king commanded to call the magicians, 
and the astrologers, and the sorcerers, 
and the Chaldeans, for to show the king 
his dreams." 

Now, when all the wise men above 
named were unable to tell the king, in 
the first place, what he had dreamed, 
and in the next, the interpretation of it. 
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" the king was angry and very fiirious, 
and commanded to destroy all the wise 
men of Babylon. And the decree went 
forth that the wise men should be slain ; 
and they sought Daniel and his fellows 
to be slain. Then Daniel answered 
with counsel and wisdom to Arioch, the 
captain of the king's guard, which was 
gone forth to slay the wise men of Bab- 
ylon. He answered, and said to Arioch 
the king's captain. Why is the decree 
so hasty jfrom the king ? Then Arioch 
made the thing known to Daniel, 
Then Daniel went in, and desired of 
the king that he would give him time, 
and that he would show the king the 
interpretation." And then follows what 
is of immediate instruction to us in the 
matter of Intercassory prayer. " Then 
Daniel went to his house, and made the 
thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah, his companions, that they would 
desire mercies of the God of heaven 
concerning this secret ; that Daniel 
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dnd his fellows should not perish with 
the rest of the wise men of Babylon.*' 
Mark the result. " Then was the secret 
revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. 
Then Daniel blessed the God of heav- 
en." (Dan. ii. 12-19.) 

Daniel asked for the prayers of his 
companions. They prayed for him (and 
for themselves also — for their life was 
concerned in the matter as well as his), 
and God granted their request. The 
purport of their prayer was, that God 
would work a miracle — and a miracle 
was wrought. That which had appeared 
to Nebuchadnezzar in the quickly fad- 
ing colors of a " dissolving view,^^ was 
painted upon the mind of Daniel in a 
permanent form. "What man know- 
eth the things of a man, save the spirit 
of man, which is in Him ? " (1 Cor. 
ii. 11.) Who can tell the fleeting 
thoughts that have passed through the 
mind of another? Who can make a 
copy of the evanescent pictures that 
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may have suddenly been traced upon 
the imagination of another, and as sud- 
denly have disappeared ? And yet this 
is what the spirit of God enabled Daniel 
to do. And if the present were an age 
of miracles, this is what the Lord's peo- 
ple might gtUl have power to do, when- 
ever it was for the glory of God. But 
the chief point of interest to vs in this 
narrative is, not that God wrought a 
miracle by means of Daniel, but that Se 
heard and answered prat/er, and prayer 
of such a nature as toe are continually 
called upon to offer — prayer, not for 
the pardon of sin, nor yet that the con- 
sciousness of sin may be effected in a 
certain soul, but that God would be- 
stow special wisdom, understanding, and 
grace, where they are specially required. 
We may often have a Christian ftiend, 
or know of some servant of God, who, 
from being brought into special contact 
with the enemies of the truth- (and 
they, perhaps, men of great mental 
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power and acuteness}, may require, in 
a more than ordinary degree, to have 
the " wisdom of the serpent," together 
with " the harmlessness of the dove." 
He may be in circumstances, where it is 
particularly necessary for him to have 
the Word of God at his command, for 
the establishing of sound doctrine, and 
the confoimding of error, or where he 
may specially need to have the mind of 
God for the direction of his practical 
conduct. Now, the discernment of the 
doctrine of the grace of God, and the 
spirit of consistent Christian conduct, 
are as much the gift of God as was the 
revelation of Nebuchadnezzar's dream 
to the mind of Daniel ; in point of fact, 
they partake quite as much of a miracu- 
lous nature (compared with any inher- 
ent quality of the mind of man) as did 
any of the extraordinary gifts of the 
Spirit, formerly bestowed upon the 
Church — the only difference being 
iMs^ that miracles, eommoTdy so called, 
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concern physical nature, or the proper- 
ties of the natural mind ; whereas the 
miracles of grace have to do with " the 
hidden man of the heart.^^ And this 
teaches us the very important lesson, 
that, in all our pursuit after sound doc- 
trine, or holy practice, we must throw 
ourselves altogether upon the same 
Divine power, that enabled Daniel to 
recall the dream to the mind of Neb- 
uchadnezzar, and to interpret it also. 

How often are we asked by word, or 
by letter, to pray for a friend ! Such 
requests are often made — but, alas I 
much oftener replied to — a% a matter 
of course^ without either party reflecting 
what the one asks for, and the other 
promises to perform. But whether the 
request be made in deep earnestness or 
not, this ought to make no difference in 
the manner, with which it is taken up. 
Every such request ought to send us in 
sincerity to the throne of grace, and the 
less it is felt by them who prefer it, the 
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more earnestly ought it to be carried 
out by U8, Nothing has a worse effect 
upon our spiritual sensibility, than to 
disregard, or put by as a commonplace 
desire, the expression of such a wish on 
the part of a fiiend. If David could 
say, when Sliimei cursed him, " The 
Lord hath said unto him^ Curse David '* 
(2 Sam. xvi. 10), how much more may 
it be said, when we are asked to pray 
for another, '* The Lord hath said unto 
him. Ask for their prayers ? " It is one 
of the many ways in which the Lord 
says unto us, " Seek ye my face ; " let 
us not fail to answer, " Thy face. Lord, 
will I seek." (Ps. xxvii. 8.) We may 
set it down as a fact, that the degree of 
importance, which we attach to such re- 
quests, is an unerring index of the value 
that we attach to prayer for ourselves ; 
for, as we cannot have a desire to save 
our own souls without being concerned 
for the souls of others, neither can we 
value the throne of grace for ourselves, 
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without, in some degree, making use of 
it for the necessities of others ; and the 
proportion of the one feeling will al- 
ways show itself in the amount of the 
other. 

Let us then consider it, not only as a 
special duty laid upon us, hut still more 
as a privilege put in our way, when a 
friend says, " Pray for w«." (1 Thess. 
V. 25.) For there is no possible amount 
of wisdom, that God cannot bestow 
upon the brethren — no possible degree 
of difficulty out of which He cannot 
rescue them — in answer to our prayers. 
Our hands may often hang down, when 
we consider the feebleness of the human 
instrument, together with the fierceness 
of the temptations, or the greatness of. 
the embarrassments, to which it may be 
exposed ; but we must at such times 
think of Daniel, and the intercession of 
his three friends. God had ordained 
that Daniel should know the secret, 
when his friends prayed for him, as 
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much as He had determined that Abim- 
elech, and the friends of Job should be 
pardoned, when Job and Abraham, re- 
^ectively, prayed for them ; and how 
do we know but that God is often, in 
like manner, waiting for our prayers, to 
bestow grace, and wisdom unspeakable, 
upon our friends or brethren, when they 
are in special need of the same ? " The 
Lord God is a sun and shield ; the Lord 
will give grace and glory ; no good thing 
will He withhold from them that walk 
uprightly." (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11.) 

But, as I have hinted above, our 
prayers should not be confined to the 
case of those who formally request 
them ; but, whenever we know of any 
of the Lord's servants being placed in 
circumstances specially to require it, we 
should bear their burdens, and take 
them to the throne of grace ; and so 
fulfil the apostohc charge, " Praying 
always, with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
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with all perseverance and supplication 
/or all saints ; and for me^ that utter^ 
ance may he given unto me^ that I maj 
open ray mouth boldly to make known 
the mystery of the Gospel, for which I 
am an ambassador in bonds ; that therein 
I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak." 
(Eph. vi. 18-20.) And again: "Con- 
tinue in prayer, and watch in the same 
with thanksgiving ; witJial praying aim 
for w«, that God would open unto us a 
door of utterance, to speak the mystery 
of Christ, for which I am also in bonds.'* 
(Col. iv. 2, 3.) How much do minis* 
ters of the Gospel, and missionaries re- 
quire — how much do they virtually ask 
for our prayers I This is a case, in 
which, as in the general question of 
Christian love, there is a continual debt 
owing on our part, and in which, there- 
fore, there should be continual payment 
made. 



Of a kindred nature with the Scrip- 
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ture history, which we have just been 
considering, is the delivery of Peter 
from prison, in answer to the prayers 
of God's people. It is thus recorded in 
Acts xii. : — 

'^Now about that time Herod the 
king stretched forth his hands to vex 
certain of the Church. And he killed 
James the brother of John with the 
sword. And because he saw it pleased 
the Jews, he proceeded further to take 
Peter also. (Then were the days of 
unleavened bread.) And when he had 
apprehended him, he put him in prison, 
and delivered him to four quartemions 
of soldiers to keep him ; intending after 
Easter to bring him forth to the people. 
Peter, therefore, was kept in prison." 
The sacred narrative does not proceed, 
a^ onee^ to tell us how it pleased God to 
deliver Peter from prison ; but between 
the narrative of that part of the history, 
and that, which we hav^ just considered, 
there is interposed (me short sentence^ to 

8 
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which great importance must be attached 
by the Spirit, else He would not have 
indited it in that place. It is this — 
" But prayer tf^as made withovt ceoMng 
of the Church unto God for him. '^^ This, 
then, was one link in the chain of events 
connected with the deliverance of Peter 
from prison — as much a link, and as 
indispensable toward the accomplish- 
ment of God's purpose, as were any of 
the succeeding minutiae in that marvel- 
lous transaction of his providence. It 
is as much as to say that God could not 
(according to the laws of His own prov- 
idence and grace, specially designed for 
that occasion) deliver Peter from prison 
without the prayers of the Church, The 
mission of the angel to the prison, where 
Peter was bound, was as much a direct 
consequence of those prayers, as the 
chains falling off Peter's hands, and the 
iron gate opening " of his own accord,'* 
were the result rf that mission. Oh, 
what an exalted view this gives us of 
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the privilege of prayer ! It is not only a 
proof of our dependence upon God for 
the exercise of His bounty and provi- 
dence, but also of the wondrous dignity, 
to which God has raised his people — 
that they should be intelligent felhw^ 
workers with Him in the carrying out 
of His purpose. 

In the case of Peter, as in that of 
Daniel, a miracle was wrought in answer 
to prayer. " When Herod would have 
brought him forth, the same night Peter 
was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains," — probably 
each of Peter's hands being bound by 
a chaih to one hand of either of the 
soldiers, that guarded him, — " and the 
keepers before the door kept the prison," 
most hkely walking to and fro, as sen- 
tinels on guard. Whether the soldiers 
were thrown into a preternatural sleep, 
or their eyes were '' holden," that they 
should not see what was done, we are 
not informed ; but let us only consider 
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what it was for a prisoner, this chained 
and guarded^ to be set at liberty without 
the attention of his keepers being roused ; 
that the massive prison door should 
open " of his -own accord," there being 
neither sight nor sound connected with 
it, to meet the eye^ or to fall upon the 
ear^ of the sentinels on watch — the 
wards of the ponderous lock requiring 
no key to turn them, but the will g£ 
Him who could say to the winds and 
the waves, " Peace, be still " (and they 
obeyed *Him) — the door moving in 
silence on its mighty hinges as instinc- 
tively, as the ordering of the universe 
turns upon the word of Him, who made 
the heaven and the earth. 

The Church had prayed for the de- 
liverance of Peter. Doubtless thev 
believed the Lord's power to save him, 
or they would not thus have prayed. 
And yet^ when Peter stood without, 
knocking at the door of the house where 
they were assembled, they could not, 
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for a while, be persuaded that it was 
Peter himself, who, as they thought, 
was still shut up in prison. This 
shows us that the saints of old, as well 
as ourselves, had cituse to say, '^ Lord, 
I believe ; help Thou mine unbelief J^ 

We may extend the application of 
this Scripture example to the case of 
every difficulty — whether mental or 
physical, temporal or spiritual — in 
which God's people may be placed. 
David prays, "Bring my soul out of 
prison.^^ (Ps. cxlii. 7.) Many are the 
circumstances of mind, body, or estate, 
that may arise, as so many prisons in 
which to confine us — as so many 
fetters, to restrain us from what we 
consider the useful employment of our 
time, and energies, and the means of 
giving glory to God in our day, and 
generation. For all such cases, whether 
.in ourselves, or for others, prayer may 
be made in submission to the will of 
God ; and the more we believe God's 
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power of deliverance, the more we 
glorify His holy name by doing so. 

But here, as in all other cases for 
prayer, we must not omit to notice one 
thing mentioned regarding the prayers 
of the Church for Peter : ^' But prayer 
was made without ceasing of the 
Church unto God for him." Oh, how 
easy is it to faint in prayer, how hard to 
persevere! "And he said. Take the 
arrows. And he took them. And he 
said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon 
the ground. And he smote thrice^ and 
stayed. And the man of God was 
wroth with him, and said. Thou should- 
est have smitten jive or six times ; then 
hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst 
consumed it: whereas now thou shalt 
smite Syria but thrice." (2 Kings xiii. 
18, 19.) How often do we take the 
arrows, and smite upon the ground; 
but how soon do we give over smiting! 
Hence the small effect of our prayers. 
We must not only pray for the ob- 
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ject that we have at heart, but we 
must pray for perseverance in prayer. 
Would it not be a good rule to make 
this a special subject of remembrance in 
our prayers — that God would give us 
grace, to persevere in them? Is there 
not, as it were, a niche in heaven for 
each and every prayer, that we ought 
to make, waiting to be filled by our 
performance of the duty ? Let us not 
delay, then, so to fill them up ; and 
may we apply to the habit of prayer, as 
to all other graces of the Spirit, that 
blessed declaration of our Lord, "Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you, that ye should 
go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain ; that whatsoever ye 
should ask of the Father in my name^ He 
may give it you.''^ (John xv. 16.) 

Paul, or rather the Spirit^ by the 
word of Paul, exhorts us to pray for the 
brethren under the circumstances par- 
ticularly considered in this division of 
our subject, when he writes, " Finally, 
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brethren, jpray for t*«, that the word of 
the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified, even as it is with you: and 
ihM we may be delivered from unreason- 
able and wicked men : for all men have 
not faith." (2 Thess. iii, 1, 2.) But 
it is not only in times of special difficulty, 
or temptation, that the Lord's people 
ought to pray for one another. They 
are nsver able to stand in their own 
strength — never beyond the reach of 
temptation, nor, consequently, beyond 
the possibility of falling ; and, therefore, 
they can never be above the necessity of 
our prayers. Paul writes to the He- 
brews, " Pray for ub ; for we trust we 
have a good consciences in all things will- 
ing to live honestly." (Heb. xiii. 18.) 
He may have said this, partly to show 
the Hebrews that there was encourage- 
ment for them to pray on his behalf, 
seeing what God had done already for 
him ; but it also sets forth that the more 
the conscience of a Christian is " void 
of offence," the more it calls for our 
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prayers, that it may be kept so. Let 
us, then, guard against the mistake of 
only praying for the unconverted, or for 
those who are under peculiar trial ; and, 
as we know our own infirmities, and our 
own continual necessity for grace and 
strength, let us be earnest in prayer for 
our Christian brethren^ that they may 
be " kept by the power of God, through 
&ith, unto salvation, ready to be reveal- 
ed in the last time." (1 Peter i. 5.) 

The Intercessory prayers of the apostle 
for the JEphesians are very instructive in 
this respect, and are at the same time 
perfect models for imitation, as to the 
nature of the requests to be preferred, 
" Wherefore I also, after I heard of 
yaur faith in the Lord Jesus^ and love 
unto all the saints^ cease not to give 
thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers ; that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the father of glory, 
may give unto you the spirit of wisdom, 
and revelation in the knowledge of 
Him : the eyes of your understanding 
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being enlightened ; that ye may know 
what is the hope of His callings and 
what the riches <rf* the glory of His in- 
heritance in the saints, and what is the 
exceeding greatness of His power to 
US-ward who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power, which 
He wrought in Christ, when He raised 
Him from the dead," etc. (Eph. i. 
15-23.) And again : " For this cause 
I bow my knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named, 
that he would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strength- 
ened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man ; that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith ; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be 
able to comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height ; and to know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 
ye might be filled with alt the fulness of 
God." (Eph iii. 14-19.) 
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CHAPTER VI. 

MOSES INTERCEDING FOR AARON AND 

MIRIAM. DAVID PRAYING FOR THE 

PEOPLE ; ABRAHAM FOR ABIMELECH. 

Numbers xii. 13-16. — Among all 
those who have a special claim upon our 
prayers, none have a higher than those 
who have dnned against ourselves; and 
of this we have a beautiful practical 
example in the case of Moses praying 
for Miriam. " Miriam and Aaron 
spake against Moses, because of the 
Ethiopian woman whom he had mar- 
ried ; for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman. And they said, Hath the Lord 
indeed only spoken by Moses? — hath 
He not spoken also by usf^^ How 
much there was in the conduct of Miriam 
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and Aaron to rouse the wrathful emo- 
tions of flesh and blood, is implied by 
the way in which Scripture notices the 
conduct of Moses in not resenting the 
injurious conduct of his brother and 
sister. " Now the man Moses was meek^ 
above all the men which were npon the 
face of the earth " (verse 3), meaning 
that it required all the meekness of Mo- 
ses to bear such treatment after a godly 
sort. 

It is added, after the mention of the 
injurious language used by Miriam and 
Aaron, ^^ And the Lord heard it^' 
(verse 2), and Moses knew that the 
Lord heard it. He knew, moreover, 
that he had only to commit the matter 
to the Lord, and that He would under- 
take for him. Such also was David's 
conviction when Shimei cursed him, and 
cast stones at him, and at his servants. 
Instead of reviling Shimei in return, he 
walked in the way of Him, " who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again ; when 
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He suffered. He threatened not; but 
committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously:' (1 Peter ii. 23.) For 
David said, " Let him alone, and let 
him curse ; for the Lord hath bidden 
him. It may be that the Lord will look 
on mine affliction, and that the Lord 
will requite me good for his cursing this 
day." (2 Sam. xvi. 11, 12.) 

'''Be stilly and know that I am Grod:^ 
(Ps. xlvi. 10.) Such exhortation did 
the Spirit breathe into the ear of Moses, 
and said to him, as Jahaziel, the son of 
Zechariah, said, by the Spirit, to Jehos- 
haphat, and all the inhabitants of Jeru- 
aslem: "Te shall not need to fight in 
this battle ; set yourselves, standee still, 
and see the salvation of the Lord with 

you for the Lord will be with 

you." (2 Chron. xx. 17.) And the 
Lord did fight for Moses. He humbled 
to the dust before him the rebelUous 
spirit of his brother and sister, afflicting 
the latter with a humiliating disease; 
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and all that Moses had to do was to 
pray — that the Lord would pardon their 
sin against God, and against himself. 

But the case of Moses, here recorded, 
is not in anywise singular, as regards 
either the disposing of God's providence, 
or the duty of His people. If we re- 
ceive an injury, in word or deed, at the 
hand of another, does not the Lord see 
and hear it? Are we required, any 
more than Moses, to take the matter 
into our own hand, and to forget the 
injunction, " Vengeance is mine ; I will 
repay ^ saith the Lord? " (Rom. xii. 19.) 

Ah ! the only difference between us 
and Moses in such circumstances is, that 
it cannot of w«, as it was of him, be 
added, in a noble parenthesis, ("Now 
the man Moses was very meek, above 
all the men which were upon the face 
of the earth.") We are apt to take the 
matter out of the Lord's hand — and if 
so, the battle must be fought on our 
terms, not His, Hence, on such occa- 
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sions, we come off worsted at the hand 
of the enemy ; for in unduly resisting 
the injury of a fellow-creature, we un- 
wittingly enter into conflict with Satan 
himself, and, at such times, as we al- 
ways fight in our own strength, no 
wonder that we smart for it. Hence 
we come out of the fray with wounded 
tempers, and a disordered soul, and the 
greatest mercy that God can then be- 
stow upon us, is to hold us up to our 
own selves, as a monument of folly and 
of mistaken principle. Oh ! that we 
could always remember, when thus 
t^npted, that our strength " is to sit 
still " — to commit ourselves to Him 
that " judgeth righteously " — and that 
our highest primlege^ as well as our 
bounden duty^ is to ^^pray for them that 
despitefuUy use us, and persecute us." 
(Matt. V. 44.) When we thus let the 
Lord fight for us, we come off with 
what, under such circumstances, is the 
noblest trophy of victory — an unruffled 
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Spirit — and we experience the fiilfil- 
ment of that hiessed promise, ^^ The 
meek also shall inereeue their jay in the 
earth ; and the poor among men shall 
rejoice in the Holy One of Israel." 
(Isa. XXIX. 19.) These are the blood- 
less victories of the soul — the greatness 
(through the Spirit of God) of him 
" that ruleth his own spirit." (Prov. 
xvi. 32.) The effects of such victories 
are sung in heaven itself, their incense 
being shed abroad before the throne, 
from the " vials full of odors, which are 
the prayers of saints." 

There ought to be something pecu- 
liarly painfiil to us in seeing others 
humbled on our account. When Moses 
looked in the face of his sister Miriam, 
and saw it covered with a loathsome 
disease, he must have felt it very dis- 
tressing to himself. True, she had 
sinned still more against God than 
against him; yet this was by means 
of an oflPence committed immediately 
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against himself. This must have led 
Moses to pray very earnestly that she 
might be forgiven. And when we see 
a fellow-sinner covered with confusion 

— convicted, either by the judgment of 
God in the conscience, or at the tribu- 
nal of man — of having sinned against 
us, how tenderly ought we to feel to- 
wards such an one I Our poor brother 
has struck his foot against some project- 
ing angle of our humanity, and it has 
wounded him to the very quick. Had 
we not been in his path, he had not 
stumbled; and so we should pity him 
more than if he had been woundqd in 
some other way. We should carry his 
humiliation to the throne of grace, 
praying God to pardon his sin — if an 
unbeliever^ that the Spirit may give him 
faith in a crucified Saviour — if a sin- 
cere Christian^ that the blood of Christ 
may be applied afresh to his conscience 

— that so his wounds may be healed. 
We have an instance, similar to that 
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of Moses and Miriam, in the case of 
JerohoanCs hand being withered when 
he stretched it forth against the man of 
God, and how, at the intercession of 
the latter, it " was restored him again, 
and became as it was before." (1 Kings 
xiii. 4-6.) In this case Jeroboam 
asked the man of God to intreat the 
Lord for him. And when we see a 
brother or a sister smarting in spirit, 
from having stretched out the hand of 
an evil temper, or an unworthy feeling, 
against ourselves, — when we see the 
right-hand of their spiritual energy- 
withered, in consequence, by depression, 
or some other unhealthy action of the 
soul, does not the very sight of this say 
to our hearts, " Intreat now the fiice of 
the Lord thy God, and pray for me, 
that my hand may be restored me 
again?" (Verse 6.) Oh, how much 
we lose by not encouraging, and acting 
with, such tenderness of spirit I What 
a stern, inexorable thing is flesh I How 
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unwilling to forget its own wounds in 
those of another I And the .poor foolish 
heart thus binds its own misery around 
itself, instead of throwing it off at once 
by having compassion upon those who 
have done us wrong. How often do we, 
with our own hand, drive the weapon 
still deeper into the flesh, when, by 
prayer and the spirit of forgiveness, we 
might at once have been healed our- 
selves, and have healed our brother 



It were an excellent practical rule for 
us to carry into effect, that the moment 
any one oflends us, we should endeavor, 
by the grace of God, to lift up our hearts 
in prayer for him, as David says : " For 
my love they are mine enemies ; but I 
give myself unto prayer. ^^ (Ps. cix. 4.) 
David spake this prophetically of our 
blessed Lord, and we have the prtf- 
phetic prayer confirmed by that, which 
He Himself offered up when hanging 
on the cross, — "Father, forgive them, 
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for they know not what they do." 
(Luke xxiii. 34.) And holy Stephen 
in like manner prayed for his murder- 
ers, not faintly, but urgently ; for " he 
kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice^ Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge." (Acts vii. 60.) 

I have said that we ought to pray for 
those who injure us, the very moment 
that we receive the injury. But if we 
are to do this, it can only be by our 
•living in the habitual practice of the 
mind of Christ. We cannot expect 
that a storm of angry feeling, rising in 
the breast, can be suddenly hushed into 
the calm of prayer. But we may ex- 
pect that, by perseverance in striving to 
bring " into captivity every thought to 
tlie obedience of Christ " (2 Cor. x. 6), 
and by " watching " the infirmities of 
our own hearts, "unto prayer," the 
storm may habitually be averted — or, 
at all events, that it may not rise in 
such force as to carry us off our feet. 
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and prevent our having recourse in time 
to Him, who can say to " the winds and 
waves " of our angry passions, " Peace, 
be still ! " An instantaneous check will 
do mighty things on such occasions. 
David says : " / made haste^ and cfe- 
la^ed not to keep Thy commandments." 
(Ps. cxix. 60.) So, if when we receive 
an injury, we can only remember, 
through the gracious warning of the 
Spirit, that it is our duty to pray for 
him, who injures us, let us do it at once; 
an instant's delay may make it too late, 
— we must make haste to keep down 
the iron spring of angry passion with the 
strong hand of prayer. This may seem 
to be (and doubtless it is), an arduous 
exercise of self-denial, but all things are 
^^ possible to him that believeth^'^ and if 
we desire to be " faithful in much^^^ we 
must be faithful "in that which is 
least,^^ (Luke xvi. 10.) Let us prac- 
tise this rule upon occasions, on which 
we can hardly be said to have received 
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injuries — the many little occasions in 
family and social life, on which we may 
happen to be put out of our way, by 
means of others (whether intentionally 
or unintentionally) thwarting our wislir 
es, — when the clashing of contending 
interests, even in trifles, assumes, for the 
moment, an air of serious import in the 
mind — or when the severe expression 
of opposite opinions grows, unwittingly, 
into all the painful development of self- 
exaltation, or wounded pride. If, on 
all such occasions, we could only re- 
member to pray secretly for those, with 
whom we are thus brought into colli- 
sion, we should not only feel the comfort 
of it in our own souls — not only would 
the wheels of family and social inter* 
course move more sweetly upon the axis 
of Christian principle, but we should be 
prepared, on occasions when real injury 
is inflicted, to betake ourselves at once 
to prayer. Ah, Reader, past experience 
might lead you and me to say, "Who is 
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sufficient for these things?" But our 
strength is in God. 

It were also a good thing for us to 
consider that the very act of injury is a 
call for our prayers on behalf of him, 
who inflicts it. We must say, as David 
did of Shimei, " Q-od hath bid him do it,^' 
not only to try our faith, but also with a 
view of calling forth Inter cesBory prayer. 
If the person had not injured us, he 
would not, perhaps, have come into our 
mind, and then we should not have had 
the opportunity of praying for him : and 
if God is pleased to take this way of 
bringing him before us, let us not refuse 
to answer God's purpose by withholding 
prayer on his behalf; btft rather let us 
forget self, and the wounds of self, in 
the recognition of the hand of God, and 
of the purpose of His will. Let us soar 
above the mists of our own petty feel- 
ings, and instead of harboring the resent- 
ful thoughts of an imbittered spirit, let 
lis at once pray for those who injure us, 
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" that we may be the children of our 
Father which is in heaven, for He 
maketh His sun to rise on the- evil, and 
on the good ; and sendeth rain on the 
just, and on the unjust. Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father, 
which is in heaven, is perfect." (Matt. 
v. 44-48.) 



We have just considered tlie duty of 
praying for those who have irijured «», 
but Intercessory prayer is, perhaps, 
never so eloquent, never so painfiiUy 
urgent, as when we have, by our own 
sin or folly, been the means of injury to 
others. On such occasions the soul 
stands amazed at its own powers of evil, 
and is lost in anguish, at reflecting on 
the mysterious results of one false step 
in judgment, or right feeling. It smarts 
tenfold with the smart of him, whom it 
has injured, and embodies, in the com- 
pound nature of its emotions, a mixture 
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of remorse, and sympathy, indescribable. 
We have a lively example of such inter- 
cession in the case of David^ when he 
had numbered Israelj to their sorrow, 
and his own shame. True, Israel had 
grievously revolted from the Lord, and 
the sacred history informs us that God's 
anger was kindled against Israel, and 
that " He moved David against them, 
saying. Go, number Israel and Judah." 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 1.) And, in another 
version of the same history, we are told 
that " Satan stood up against Israel, 
and provoked David to number Israel." 
(1 Chron. xxi. 1.) Yet neither the 
secret purpose of God, nor the per- 
mitted influence of Satan, in anywise 
controlled the free agency of David, nor 
made his sin the less. Hear the bitter 
accents in which he confesses his sin, 
And intercedes for Israel : " And David 
said unto Q-od^ Is it not J, that eomr 
manded the people to be numbered f even 
I it is that have sinned, and done evil 
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indeed : but aMfor these %heep^ what hav6 
they done f Let thine hand, I pmy thee, 
be on me^ and on my father's house ; 
hvt not on thy people^ that they should 
be plagued/' (1 Chron. xxi. 17.) But 
if Intercessory prayer is, at such times, 
accompanied with more pain than at 
others, it is, perhaps, never offered up 
with a more entire renunciation of aB 
self-righteousness, or thought of being 
heard for one's own sake. The soul is 
covered with its own shame — humbled 
to the very dust — and its earnest; 
agonizing desire that he, whom it has- 
injured, should not suffer for its sake, 
together with the deep conviction that it 
is wholly unworthy of being heard on 
his behalf, makes it throw itself with in- 
tense ardor upon the merits of Him, 
for whose sake alone its prayers can be 
accepted. It is " an evil thing, and a 
bitter" to sin against God, and a fellow- 
creature ; but sin deeply felt, and peni- 
tently acknowledged, imparts a won- 
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drous conviction of the vicarious ofEces 
of Jesus Christ. 

Let the child of God beware^ on such 
occasions, how he suflfers a sense of guilt 
to interfere with the exercise of inter- 
cessory supplication. Abraham had 
deeply injured Abim^lech and his sub- 
jects ; yet he was commanded of Grod to 
iaatercede for them, and his prayer was 
heard. (Gen. xx. 7, 17.) David, 
also, in the instance before us, had 
ainned against God, and against Israel, 
and his prayer was also heard. Reader, 
if thou art situated as Abraham and 
David were — " Q-o thou^ and do lik^ 
wise.^^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

MOSES INTERCEmXO FOB ISRAEL* ^-*« 
AARON AND HUB AT BEPHIDIM. 

Exodus xxxii. 9-14. — ^^ And the 
Lord said unto Moses^ I have seen this 
people^ and behold it is a stiff-decked 
people; now therefore let me alone that 
my wrath may wax hot against them^ 
and that I may consume them; and 
I mil make of thee a great nation. 
And Moses besought the Lord his Grody 
and said^ Lord^ why doth Thy wrath wax 
hot against Thy people ? . . . turn from 
Thy fierce wrath^ and repent of this evil 
against thy people. And the Lord re- 
pented of the evil which He thought to 
do unto His peopled 

We have seen how God, on two 
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special occasions, commanded Interces- 
sory prayer to be oflFered — viz., in the 
case of Abimelech, and of the friends 
of Job. And in this passage from the 
history of Moses, and of the children of 
Israel, we have presented in another 
point of view, in the bold fore-shorten- 
ing of Scripture perspective, the im-^ 
portance which the Lord attaches to 
Intercessory prayer. ^^ Now therefore 
let me alone^ that my wrath may wax 
hot against them, and that I may con- 
sume them." This was as much as to 
^ay, that if he did intercede for the 
people, God could not do otherwise than 
pardon ; and it was said, not to repress, 
but to encourage, Intercessory prayer on 
the part of Moses. In fact, it was a 
direct invitation to him to " take hold 
of" the "strength" of the Lord, that 
he might " make peace " with Him for 
rebellious Israel ; and he did make 
peace with Him. (Isa. xxvii. 5.) It 
was a challenge to him to wrestle with 
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God, that, " as a prince," lie might 
have "power with God," and prevail. 
(Gen. xxxii. 24-28.) It was the Be- 
loved saying to the soul of His servant, 
'* Turn away thine eyes from me^ for 
they have overcome Tne." (Cant. vi. 5.) 
The " Let Me alone " was a far more 
eloquent permission to intercede, than 
the most direct injunction so to do ; be- 
cause it unfolded more of the secret 
machinery of God's way with HiS 
people, and threw a stronger light upon 
the eflFectual working of Intercessory 
prayer. If God give a praying soul 
but an inch of ground to stand upon. 
He thereby invites it to press on, till it 
find its feet set " in a large room.*^ 
Does God say, " Let me alone f " This 
means, " Come now^ and let us reason 
together ; " it means, *' AhJc^ and it 
shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you ; " it means, " Ask of me things to 
come concerning my sons, and concern- 
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ing the work of my hands command ye 
Twe." (Isa. xlv. 11.) It means in 
spirit, " Let me W)t alone ; arise, con- 
tend thou before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear thy voice " (Micah vi, 1), 
in the urgency of thy petitions. A 
soul may say, " But cannot I be too 
urgent with God? May He not be 
displeased with me for pressing my suit 
with so much importunity ? " ImpoB- 
^ble^ utterly impossible; and for this 
reason, that you cannot ask any thing of 
God in the spirit of adoption and 
bumble faith, but you give glory to his 
attributes, and exalt His name. David 
says, " I will worship toward Thy 
holy temple, and praise Thy name for 
Thy loving -kindness, and for Thy 
truth ; for Thou hast magnified Thy 
word above all Thy name^ (Ps. cxxxviii. 
2.) The Word unfolds the mercy of 
God — His goodness and loving-kind- 
ness. His long-suflFering and truth, as 
displayed in Jesus Christ ; and this 
embodying of His love to sinners has 
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God magnified far above all the other 
attributes of the Godhead. Therefore 
it is a gross contradiction in terms, to 
say that we can magnify too much what 
God has magnified ; every petition, that 
we urge at the thrcme of grace, gives 
glory to what He has glorified ; and the 
more urgent we are (in the genuine 
spirit of humihty), and the more we are 
resolved to take no denial fi-om His 
mercy, the more we exalt His glorious 
name. ''Let Me cdone!'' "No!" 
saith the humble yet believing soul, 
" never^ as long as I have any things O 
God, to ask, that is according to Thy 
will ; never ^ as long as the souls, for 
whom I plead, are in the land of the 
living : never will I loose the hem of 
Thy garment, never will I believe that 
Thou wouldest have me to let Thee 
alone." Oh ! the blessedness of perse- 
vering in prayer — of hoping against 
hope — of the petition growing in ur- 
gency from the ''Let Me alone'' — 
from Jesus answering us " never a 
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word ! " Oh I the noble arguments, 
that the soul gathers from being brought 
to reason with its own despondency — 
the jewels of promise, that it finds 
among what appeared to be the ruins of 
its anticipations — the fresh impetus 
that it derives from the elasticity, and 
upward spring, of having brought itself 
into more immediate contact with the 
attributes of the Almighty ! And this 
must be the effect, when the soul is 
forced back by the consciousness of its 
own despondency, and unbelief, upon 
Ae laving-kindness and unchangeable 
character of God. 

The prayers of Moses did prevail, 
after a long series of renewed interces- 
sions, to obtain pardon both for Aaron 
individually (see Deut. ix. 20) and for 
the whole congregation. This is in- 
tended to teach us that no amount of 
apostasy, whether individual or national, 
should prevent our coming before the 
Lord with the offering of Intercessory 

10 
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prayer. Many, in this our day, are 
given to the sin of idolatry — some bow- 
ing down to the love of gold — some 
worshipping the god o( pleasure — some 
swearing allegiance to the goddess of 
reason — others led away by a withering 
superstition. Let us not think any of 
them beyond the pale of grace, or the 
call for our prayers. 

Again, England^ as a nation, in its 
legislative acts, as well as in its collec- 
tive practice, has departed more and 
more from the simple, downright Prot- 
estantism of its once glorious Consti- 
tution. Neither has it given glory to 
God for its immunity from public ca- 
lamity, for the success of its armies, for 
the abundance of its wealth, or the 
prosperity of its commerce ; but it may 
be said of us^ as of a sinful nation of old, 
" They sacrifice unto their net, and 
bum incense unto their drag ; because 
by them their portion is fat, and their 
meat plenteous." (Hab. i. 16.) " For 
he saith, By the strength of my hand I 
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have done it, and by my wisdom, for I 
am prudent ; and I have removed the 
bounds of the people, and have robbed 
their treasures, and I have put down 
the inhabitants like a valiant man : and 
my hand hath found as a nest the riches 
of the people: and as one gathereth 
eggs that are left, have I gathered all 
the earth." (Isaiah x. 13, 14.) 

The Christians of England ought to 
be much in prayer for their native land, 
their Queen, for the Ministers of State, 
for both branches of the Legislature, 
and for all who have any influence in 
directing the public acts of the nation^ 
We should imitate the example of 
Moses ; and though the Lord may seem 
to say, ^^Let Me ahnCj that my wrath 
may wax hot against them, and that I 
may consume them," let us plead with 
Him on the ground of His former mer- 
cies to the nation, of the wondrous priv- 
ileges that it has received at His hand, 
in the preaching of the everlasting Gos- 
pel, and in the circulation of the Word 
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of God ; and entreat Him earnestly and 
perseveringly not to remove our candle- 
stick from the midst of us — not to 
bring us to shame before the nations of 
the earth, lest they should say, that 
"for mischief" He did exalt us, that 
He might cast us down forever. (See 
Exod. xxxii. 11-13.) 

But in times of peculiar national dan^ 
ger, and when God is evidently pouring 
out his judgments on the land, such 
Intercessory prayer seems called for in 
a more than ordinary way; Such sea- 
sons are brought before us very forcibly 
by the occasion when " Moses said unto 
Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire 
therein from off the altar, and put on 
incense, and go quickly into the congre- 
gation, and make an atonement for 
them : for there is wrath gone out from 
the Lord ; the plague is begun. And 
Aaron took as Moses commanded, and 
ran into the midst of the congregation ; 
and, behold, the plague was begun 
among the people: and he put on in- 
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cense, and made an atonement for the 
people. And he stood between the dead 
and the living ; and the plague was 
stayed:' (Numb. xvi. 46-48.) 

This act of Aaron was, in the first 
place, an eminent type of the atonement 
and intercession made by Christ for His 
people. As the incense, rising from 
Aaron's censer, arrested the infection 
of the plague, and severed between the 
dead and the living, so does the effect- 
ual incense of Christ's merits sever each 
soul of His redeemed people from the 
plague of unregenerate nature, and eter- 
nal death. But surely it may also be 
considered as emblematical of Christian 
duty, how, in cases of family or public 
trial, we should " put on " the incense 
of intercessory prayer, and stand " be- 
tween the dead and the living ; " if, 
peradventure, God would stay the pesti- 
lential epidemic, the famine, the com- 
mercial crisis, or the defeat of our 
armies before the enemy. And, whether 
we consider it as regarding a family, a 
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neighborhood, or an entire nation, we 
must remember that it is only by taking 
the incense of Christ Himself — only 
by pleading the merits of His righteous- 
ness and atonement — that we can, by 
Intercessory prayer, stand between the 
dead and the living. And have we 
been without instances of late years, 
in which both pestilence and famine 
seemed to be stayed in answer to 
prayer and national humiliation ? And, 
if the annals of every praying individ- 
ual, family, or community, could be 
searched, how many instances of such 
answers to prayer might be adduced ! 
We have not the same confidence in 
coming before the Lord for things phys- 
ical and external as for things spirit^ 
ual^ because we know not whether we 
are asking what is really according to 
His will ; but we know that it is quite 
according to God's will that we should, 
even in earthly things, trust His power, 
and venture upon His goodness, leav- 
ing it to Him to determine whether the 
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thing asked for be consistent with the 
resolves of His eternal providence. 

" Believe ye that I am able to do 
this ?" (Matt. ix. 28.) This is to be 
the rule of our faith — the measure of 
our petitions. There can be no doubt, 
I think, that the lives of all the ship- 
mates of Paul were saved in answer to 
his prayers ; for it is said, " Fear not, 
Paul; thou must be brought before 
CaBsar ; and lo, God hath given thee 
all them that sail with thee.'* (Acts 
xxvii. 24.) This might mean that God 
had given them to him spirituMy^ by 
the conversion of their souls ; but as we 
cannot suppose this to have been the 
case, and as they were all saved from 
shipwreck, it must be the latter that is 
meant. And in what sense could they 
be given to Paul, but as in answer to 
his prayers? Two hundred and sev- 
enty-six persons saved from shipwreck, 
in answer to the prayers of one soul! 
And if so, why should not the interces- 
sions of other praying souls be the means 
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of saving families, communities, or na- 
tions, from famine and pestilence, from 
commercial ruin, and the hori^ors of 
war? As long as God's power is al- 
mighty, and no limits are assigned to 
the effects of prayer, one soul may take 
within the grasp of its intercessions the 
whole world, as regards any thing thaib 
can exalt the power, the wisdom, and 
the goodness of God, whether in sup^ 
plying the temporal wants, in mitigating 
the sufferings, or in extending the day 
of grace and the means of salvation ta 
the souls, of sinful men. 



Exodus xvii. 11, furnishes us with 
another event in the life of Moses, 
which forcibly illustrates the subject of 
intercessory prayer. On the occasion 
when Amalek came, and fought with 
Israel in Rephidim, Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur went up to the top of the hill. 
*'^And it came to pasa^ when Moses held 
up his hand^ that Israel prevailed; and 
when he let doum his hand^ Amalek pre-- 
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vailed.^^ This is one of the clearest 
demonstrations to be met with in Scrip- 
ture, that prayei has been fore-ordained 
of God as a link in the chain of His 
providential dispensations ; every mo- 
tion of the hand of Moses, in its rising 
or falling, by the mysterious permission 
and appointment of God, told, in a man- 
ner not to be mistaken, upon the mind 
rf Him, who ordereth all things in 
heaven and in earth. And when Joshua 
bid the sun stand still upon Gibeon, and 
the moon upon the valley of Ajalon 
(see Joshua x.), his prayer of faith 
acted in like manner upon the predeter- 
mined will of Jehovah, and was the 
immediate cause of the heavenly bodies 
being stayed in their wonted course. 
The only difference between Israel at 
Rephidim and God's people among w«, 
is, that the former had to contend with 
a visible foe — the latter with an invis- 
ihle ; " for we wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the 
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darkness of this worlds against spiritual 
wickedness in high places." (Eph. vi. 
12.) And therefore our friends and 
brethren require our prayers at all 
times, and not merely at seasons of 
known or special emergency ; and we . 
should pray for them, as though the 
holding up of our hands were continu- 
ally necessary for them, in order that • 
they should prevail against their spirit- . 
ual enemies. 

The conduct of Aaron and Hur, in ■ 
staying up the hands of Moses, illu»- i 
trates the value of social intercessory I 
prayer ; and it is well for those who are 
equally interested in any subject of such 
prayers, to meet together, and strengthen 
one another's hands in their labors 
of intercessory love. This not only- 
serves to quicken the spirit of prayer in 
each individual breast, where otherwise 
it might be inclined to droop ; but i< 
also serves to call down the blessing 
promised upon such united efforts, where 
it is said by our blessed Lord, "Again I 
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say unto you, that if two of you shall 
agree on earth, touching any thing that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for them 
of my Father which is in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered to- 
gether in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them." (Matt, xviii. 19, 20.) 
Another very touching illustration of 
the duty, and the effects of social inter- 
c^sory prayer is to be found in the book 
of Esther^ when Mordecai had sent to 
inform the Queen of the murderous 
intentions of Haman toward all the 
Jews of the captivity : " Then Esther 
bade them return to Mordecai this 
answer, Q-o^ gather together all the Jefw% 
that are present in Shusan, and fast ye 
for w«, and neither eat nor drink three 
days, night and day ; I also and my 

maidens mil fast likewise 

So Mordecai went his way, and did 
accoi'ding to all that Esther had com- 
manded." (Esther iv. 16-17.) They, 
who would be encouraged in the practice 
of Intercessory prayer, whether private 
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or social, and who take pleasure in 
tracing proofs of special providence^ will 
do well diligently to consider this affect^ 
ing history. The prayers of the Church 
unlocked the prison-doors when Peter 
was to be set at liberty, and here th^ 
intercession of Mordecai and his friends,' 
of Esther and her maidens, were made^ 
effectual, by " the hand of the Lord^^ 
to turn the king* 8 heart as the rivers df 
" water," for it is written that God 
"tumeth it whithersoever He will.**- 
(Prov. xxi. 1.) Not only were the' 
unruly wills and affections of the kin^* 
thus brought into subjection, but his^ 
hodily system also was made to feel the 
power of prayer. " On that night the 
king could not %leep.^^ God had a pur- 
pose in keeping him awake ; and as well 
might he have tried to close his eyes in 
slumber, as JonaK% mariners, by rowing 
hard, to bring the ship to land when 
God forbade it. (Jonah i. 13.) Had 
the King slept on that occasion, he 
would not have " commanded to bring 
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the book of records of the Chronicles." 
Had not the book been brought, the 
King would not have "found written 
that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and 
Teresh, two of the King's chamberlains, 
the keepers of tha door, who sought to 
lay hands on the King Ahasuerus." 
(^Ver. 2.) Had the King not read this, 
Mordecai would not have been promoted 
tp honor, and the way might not have 
been opened for Esther to declare to the 
King the mischievous devices of Haman 
against her and her people, who must 
thus have been cruelly put to death. 
(jSee Esther vi. 7, 8.) As we have had 
occasion to remark before, prayer moved 
the secret spring of God's eternal pur- 
pose, and this, again, set in motion 
the whole of the machinery of Provi- 
dence, by means of which it was to be 
accomplished. May we not say with 
the Psalmist, " Whoso is wise^ and will 
observe these things^ even they shall uvr 
derstand the loving-kindness of the 
Lord." (Psalm cvii. 43.) 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



CONCLUSION. 



And now, as the intention of the foiie- 
going pages was, not to write a volume, 
but merely to throw out a few hints 
upon the subject of Intercessory praye^, 
it is time that they should be brought to 
an end. If the reader think it strange 
that many Scripture instances, bearing 
on the subject, have been passed over, 
and that others have been but curaorily 
noticed, which might have been con- 
sidered more at large, this little volume 
can only crave his forbearance, and 
submit itself, with all its faults, to his 
good-will. If it should, by the blessing 
of God, be made the means of inciting 
to the habit of Intercessory prayer owe 
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soul, that has hitherto neglected that 
important duty, the charge of omission, 
or of any other fault connected with the 
execution of the work, will be thank- 
fully borne. 

One concluding remark may not be 
unacceptable, as serving to impress this 
subject more deeply upon our minds. 
There are many graces and duties, in 

" iyhich we may follow the example of 
Jesus in the days of his flesh ; but there 

• is only one office recorded, in which we 
can imitate Him in His work above^ and 

' tiiat is by interceding for others at the 

■ throne of grace. As the smoke of His 
" much incense " is continuaUy ascend- 
ing from the golden censer, so may we 
ever send forth our intercessions to take 
their place in the vials full of odors, 
which are " the prayers of saints." In 
no way can we act more simply upon 
the conviction, or more practically realize 
to ourselves that we are *' risen with 
Christy and seeking those things which 
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are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God." May the Lord 
pour out this, and all other graces, upon 
His Church, and to His name be all the 
glory and the praise ! Amen. 



